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Stewards of Saskatchewan 
Banner Program Breaks 
200 Participants! 

Rachel Ward, Habitat Stewardship Coordinator, 
Nature Saskatchewan 

Pipit this year. Of the 33 new participants, 15 signed 

up for Sprague’s Pipit, conserving over 15,000 acres 

of habitat for this species! Participants also are 

conserving habitat for Barn Swallows, Common 

Nighthawks, Ferruginous Hawks, Bobolinks, Chestnut

-collared Longspurs, Northern Leopard Frogs, Short-

eared Owl and Monarch Butterflies. The total 

acres conserved under the SOS banner 

program is now over 175,000 at almost 

1,200 sites, nearly double the number 

of sites and acres from last year! 

To date, more than 560 

species at risk have been 

reported for the 2021 

annual participant 

census.       

Stewards of Saskatchewan 
’ 

This has been a big year for the Steward of 

Saskatchewan (SOS) banner program, including some 

great efforts for the Sprague’s Pipit and our 

participants growing to over 200! We spent some time 

focusing on the Sprague’s Pipit, a prairie bird best 

known for its distinctive call. The male Pipits sing 

while performing the longest known flight display of 

any song bird. Due to their secretive nature these 

birds are rarely seen and their presence is usually 

determined by hearing the male’s song.  The Sprague’s 

Pipit prefers large blocks of native mixed-grass prairie 

and is an excellent indicator of ecosystem health.  For 

this portion of the field season we were in southwest 

Saskatchewan, where some of the most important 

habitat for the Sprague’s Pipit has been identified in 

the grasslands of Saskatchewan’s South of the Divide 

area. 

It was a great year for staff sightings for species at 

risk! Between grid road search and incidental 

encounters, staff reported many sightings for species 

at risk other than Burrowing Owls, Loggerhead 

Shrikes and Piping Plovers, which are covered by 

separate programs. The majority of the sightings were 

Ferruginous Hawks, Lark Buntings and Common 

Nighthawks. Other species included Baird’s Sparrows, 

Chestnut-collared Longspurs, Bobolinks, American 

Badgers, and Sprague’s Pipits. One sighting of 

Common Nighthawks included at least 40 birds! The 

Rare Plant Rescue crew were also lucky enough to 

spot a Long-Billed Curlew flying overhead as one of 

their sightings. 

The SOS staff were thrilled to be back in the field 

to visit with landowners this year. We visited 

with 14 current participants and additional 

landowners with species at risk on their 

properties. We welcomed 33 of these 

new landowners to the program, 

bringing our total SOS 

participants to 207! We 

were focusing on many 

of the landowners 

with important 

habitat for the 

Sprague’s 

Sprague’s Pipit; Photo credit: John Carlson 
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Stewards of Saskatchewan is a suite of voluntary 

stewardship programs delivered by Nature 

Saskatchewan: 

Operation Burrowing Owl 

Rare Plant Rescue 

Shrubs for Shrikes 

Plovers on Shore 

Stewards of Saskatchewan 

We work with landowners and land managers to 

conserve prairie habitat and monitor species at risk. 

Through these programs, 990 stewards are 

conserving nearly 730,000 acres (295,000 hectares) 

of prairie and 138 miles (222 km) of shoreline habitat 

for species at risk and other prairie species. 



maintaining suitable habitat, the population 

decline will be halted if not reversed.  

As we continue to wrap up the census from 
this year we would like to thank everyone for 
reporting these interesting birds and helping 
us to monitor their populations!  

If you would like more information about 
Shrubs for Shrikes, or would like to report a 
species at risk sighting, please call 306-780-
9832 or 1-800-667-HOOT (4668) toll-free, or 
email outreach@naturesask.ca.  

Shrikes South of 
the Divide 
Rachel Ward, Habitat 
Stewardship Coordinator, Nature 
Saskatchewan 
 

 Subscribe to Nature 
Saskatchewan’s monthly           

e-newsletter! 

Stay up-to-date with events, 
conservation news, and more 

Please go to www.naturesask.ca/who-we-
are/contact-us  to subscribe. 

This year, grid road searches for Loggerhead 

Shrikes were done in the South of the Divide 

region of southwestern Saskatchewan, with 

visits to landowners interspersed throughout 

the 10 days. Between the grid road searches 

(where we drive along a grid road and stop to 

observe from the vehicle if we see something 

familiar in the shrubs or shelterbelts) and 

incidental sightings there were 36 Loggerhead 

Shrikes seen. There were 31 adults and 5 

juveniles spotted. When they have left the nest 

the juvenile shrikes can be distinguished from 

their parents by their fluffier, slightly messy 

appearance and often faint barring on their 

chest.   

Staff visited with 33 potential participants to 

discuss the program and learn if they were 

familiar with the Loggerhead Shrikes, or if 

they had seen any of the impalements on 

barbed wire or thorny shrubs that are 

characteristic signs of shrikes. We were 

thrilled to welcome 21 new landowner 

participants to the program, bringing our total 

participants up to 292! We were also happy to 

visit with 23 of our current Shrubs for Shrikes 

participants this summer. Together the Shrubs 

for Shrikes participants are now conserving 

over 130,000 acres.  

The Shrubs for Shrikes census is currently 

72% complete with 138 total shrikes reported 

by participating landowners. There were 51 

pairs, 31 singles and 5 juveniles among the 

reported shrikes. The HOOT line received 22 

calls for sightings of Loggerhead Shrikes, with 

8 pairs, 18 singles and 1 juvenile reported. 

Currently, population estimates for the 

Loggerhead Shrike continue to display a 

downward trend.  We remain hopeful that, 

with the help of so many wonderful stewards 
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Loggerhead Shrike; Photo credit: Kim Mann  

Species that  are prominent this year include 

the Barn Swallow, Ferruginous hawk, 

Bobolink, Common Nighthawk, Northern 

Leopard Frog and Tiger Salamander.  

There were 25 sightings called in to our 

HOOT line for the SOS program. The sightings 

included Common Nighthawks, Chestnut-

collared Longspurs, Tiger Salamanders, 

Ferruginous Hawks, Sprague’s Pipit and many 

Monarch Butterflies.  

Thank you so much to everyone reporting 

species at risk. These sightings provide 

valuable information about the numbers and 

locations of these species which aids 

conservation efforts! 

If you would like more information about 

the Stewards of Saskatchewan banner 

program, or would like to report a species at 

risk sighting, please call 306-780-9832, toll-

free on our HOOT line at 1-800-667-HOOT 

(4668), or email outreach@naturesask.ca.  

…SOS breaks 200 participants, 

continued from page  1 

Photo credit: Rachel Ward  



had fewer warblers and started catching more 

sparrows and a few kinglets, mainly Ruby-

crowned Kinglets and Golden-crowned 

Kinglets. We had greater numbers of Slate-

coloured Juncos and American Tree Sparrows 

visit the nets this year as well. We also had a 

few energetic Blue Jays! You can watch out for 

a more detailed summary of this year’s 

banding data by visiting the Nature 

Saskatchewan website and subscribing to the 

Black and White Warbler newsletter.  

A big thank you to Marla Anderson and 

Shirley Bartz, who ran the station on 

weekends, and thank you to our volunteers 

Emily Dornstauder, Sarah Ludlow, Sharlane 

Toole, Ryan Dudragne, and Shelly Fisher. We 

could not run LMBO without these passionate 

and dedicated people. 

For anyone interested in learning more 

about LMBO and visiting, please go to 

naturesask.ca for more information. The 

station will reopen in May 2022 so follow 

Nature Saskatchewan on social media for 

updates!  

Another Year in the Net for 
Last Mountain Bird 
Observatory! 
Jordan Rustad, Bander-in-charge, Last Mountain 
Bird Observatory, Nature Saskatchewan 

A Dry Year for Piping 
Plovers 
Rachel Ward, Habitat Stewardship 
Coordinator, Nature Saskatchewan 

It was another fantastic year out at the Last 

Mountain Bird Observatory (LMBO)! This 

spring, we were still restricted due to COVID-

19, but that did not stop some rare visitors in 

our nets, such as two Loggerhead Shrikes and 

a Varied Thrush (that decided to visit twice)! 

We occasionally see Varied Thrush pass 

through during migration, but it is a rare treat 

to catch them for banding. The surprise of the 

spring was a Bullock’s Oriole! There has only 

been one seen in the area previously, and this 

was the first capture at LMBO! 

The fall season was hectic for birds, but not 

so much for visitors as we were still partly 

restricted by COVID. In August, as it was quite 

windy and hot, we didn’t get in as many days 

as usual, but on the days we were able to band, 

we almost always had over 100 birds! The 

highest number of birds caught in a day this 

season was 289, keeping us incredibly busy! 

We had an incredible diversity of birds, even if 

we didn’t have too many rarities. 

Even with fewer rare birds, we did have 

more Nashville Warblers than usual and a fair 

number of Cape May Warblers, which is 

always very exciting. Later in the season, we 
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Thank You to Our Stewards! 

We dedicate the Stewards of Saskatchewan newsletter to you, our stewards. 

Collectively, your individual actions to conserve habitat are of great importance, 

not only for species at risk and other native plants and animals, but for a healthy 

prairie.  Your appreciation and understanding of the natural world will ensure its 

beauty and function is preserved for future generations. Thank you for your 

continued dedication and commitment—without your support our programs 

would not be possible. Nature Saskatchewan is proud to work alongside you! 

The International Piping Plover Census 

was initially scheduled to take place this 

summer, however it has been delayed due 

to COVID-19 and is now projected to occur 

in the summer of 2023. Staff still managed 

to get out and visit with two of our current 

participants this summer and gave 

beneficial management practices plans to 

both of them. The beneficial management 

practices plans provide more details on the 

Piping Plovers, their life cycle and showcase 

how to maintain or improve their habitat 

while ensuring operations function properly 

for landowners. The total participant count for 

the Plovers on Shore program stayed 

consistent at 60 participants protecting 137 

miles of shoreline.  

It remains to be seen what effect the dry year 

will have for the Piping Plover population in 

Saskatchewan. The drought has brought a 

hard year for many of the landowners in 

Saskatchewan and this can also have an effect 

on the shore birds. Droughts can change the 

suitability of habitat for plovers by increasing 

the distance between the water line and 

nesting sites, or remove it entirely by drying 

out wetlands. Piping Plovers generally have 

low reproductive success and this can be 

exacerbated during drought years.  

Despite the dry summer, the census this year 

is already showing higher numbers of plovers 

than last year’s low numbers. To date 64% of 

the Plovers on Shore census is complete and 

there have been 6 pairs, 8 singles, and 2 

juveniles reported by participants for a total of 

16 plovers, compared to last year’s total of 13 

plovers. We hope to see this year’s numbers 

increase further as the census progresses.  A 

Piping Plover sighting was also called into the 

HOOT line for a pair of plovers and a nest with 

4 eggs. Thank you to everyone reporting 

sightings of this charismatic shorebird!  

If you would like more information about 

the Plovers on Shore program, or would like 

to report a species at risk sighting, please call 

306-780-9832 or 1-800-667-HOOT (4668) 

toll-free, or email outreach@naturesask.ca. 

Rachel Ward, Shrubs for Shrikes, Plovers 

on Shore, and Stewards of Saskatchewan 

Banner Program Coordinator 

I grew up in Calgary, AB and was lucky enough to spend part of many 

summers on the family farms near Spalding and Oxbow, SK. This 

instilled a strong appreciation of both the mountains and the 

prairies. Nature and wildlife have always fascinated me, I spent 

much of my childhood learning all that I could about various 

species and exploring wild spaces. I have completed a Bachelor of 

Science degree at the University of Calgary with a double major 

in Zoology and Ecology, which cemented my interest in 

conservation as a career. I started with Nature Saskatchewan 

as a Habitat Stewardship Assistant this summer and am 

thrilled to be staying on as a Habitat Stewardship 

Coordinator for a term. I have thoroughly enjoyed exploring 

more of the prairies this year and hearing the different 

stories and perspectives from landowners. Thank you to all 

of our stewards who are conserving these beautiful places 

and protecting the unique species that call them home! 

This year marked the first capture and banding of a 

Bullock’s Oriole at the station– a highlight of the 

season! Photo credit: Jordan Rustad 



Grassland songbirds are known to be good 

indicators of prairie health due to their 

specific nesting and foraging needs, and they 

are more likely to occur in grasslands with 

better range condition. Understanding the 

individual needs of species can help guide 

pasture management in a way that provides 

suitable habitat for more than one species at a 

time. Land managers are in a unique position 

to manage grasslands through grazing and 

create heterogeneous habitat to benefit many 

species.  

Chestnut-collared Longspur 

The Chestnut-collared Longspur is stocky 

with a thick bill, large head and short tail, a 

black belly, yellow throat, and a rusty-chestnut 

coloured nape (back of the neck). Males sing a 

melodious warble and will sing perched on top 

of small shrubs, taller grass, or fence wires.  

Longspurs will nest in an open cup. These 

longspurs prefer to breed in short (7-15 cm), 

sparse, open vegetation, meaning low 

amounts of litter and more bare ground. They 

are more likely to occur in grazed habitat 

rather than mowed or burned grassland.  

Baird’s Sparrow 

The Baird’s Sparrow is generally a sandy 

brown colour with fine black and chestnut 

streaks on the back and flanks. The belly is 

clean white, with a necklace of thin black 

streaks across the chest. The head is a buffy 

yellow colour 

featuring subtle 

black markings. 

Baird’s Sparrows 

can be difficult to see as they often escape 

predators (and bird biologists) by running on 

the ground, rather than taking flight. 

However, males often sing at or near the tops 

of grass clumps or scattered shrubs. 

Baird’s Sparrows prefer tallgrass or mixed 

grass native prairies but they are less picky 

than other species as they can sometimes be 

found in managed hayfields or ungrazed 

pastures. They prefer grasslands that are 15-

30 cm tall and that have a moderate amount 

of litter, but avoid very short grass, bare 

ground and dense litter and vegetation, 

selecting for grass that they can run through.  

Here are a few details on three grassland songbird species 
that you may see on nearby pastures!  

Habitat for Three Grassland 
Songbirds in SK 
Carolyn Gaudet,  Manager, Saskatchewan Prairie 
Conservation Action Plan 

Sprague’s Pipit  

The Sprague’s Pipit is 6 inches tall and 

weighs less than an ounce. It has plain buffy 

plumage with no distinct features, other than a 

thin beak. You are more likely to hear pipits 

than see them. They are known for their 

prolonged singing displays, where the average 

male may sing for 30 minutes at a time, 

circling their territory up to 100 m above 

ground, so that all you see is a dot overhead, 

moving in circles against the sky.  

Sprague’s pipits are often considered the 

goldilocks bird of the prairies, they require 

some disturbance such as grazing, but not too 

much. Sprague’s pipits prefer to nest in mixed 

or short grass prairie, they prefer grassland 

vegetation of intermediate height (15–30 cm) 

and medium density with moderate litter and 

few shrubs. 

All three species are found throughout 

southern Saskatchewan, being more common 

in the southwest, but Sprague’s pipits and 

Baird’s sparrows can be found as far north as 

the aspen parkland and boreal transition. 

To Fond Farewells and Happy Hellos... 

 This fall we said goodbye to our long-time Office Coordinator Becky Quist, and though we will all miss her 

dearly we wish her the very best on her new adventure! 

Becky Quist 

“As I close a chapter on 7 years of friendly chats and intense discussion about species at risk and so 
many other topics, I leave Nature Saskatchewan with meaningful connections, knowledge gained, and 

most of all, a greater feeling of gratitude and admiration of the essential work of Nature Saskatchewan ’s 
stewards. With my departure and as I begin my new journey with The Alzheimer Society of 

Saskatchewan, it must be said that one of the best parts of working in my role as Office Coordinator over 
the years, and something I will truly miss is undoubtedly the conversations, enthusiasm and information 

shared by our participants! From me to you, thank you for doing what you do for nature in Saskatchewan!” 

Jennifer Moser-Aikman 

“I’m so excited to be working for Nature Saskatchewan! As an avid birder, camper and nature 
lover I feel very fortunate to work for an organization committed to protecting and promoting 
our natural wonders. I look forward to working with and getting to know our landowner 
participants, and I'm thrilled to be able to hear all about the exciting bird sightings that get 
reported to us here at the office!” 

We are also very happy to welcome our new Office Coordinator, Jennifer Moser-Aikman to the team! We know that 
Jen will fit right in and be a welcome voice to those that phone our Hootline! 
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habitat. Programming varies, based on the 

needs of each individual ranch and the variety 

of species that could be found there.  

For more information and a list of contacts 

please visit www.sodcap.com/contact.html.   

 

In recent years the far southwest corner of 

Saskatchewan has attracted a lot of attention 

in the conservation community. From 

Govenloch to Bracken to Val Marie, ecologists 

have taken note of this important landscape. 

Why? The short answer is “habitat”. More 

than 50% of the Milk River Watershed, South 

of the Divide (SOD), remains as native prairie 

compared to the provincial average of less 

than 15%. These grasslands provide essential 

habitat for a variety of species, including a 

number of species at risk which rely 

exclusively on native prairie. More than 20 

species at risk make their home in the 

southwest corner. Species range from Greater 

Sage Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) to 

Swift Fox (Vulpes velox) to a variety of 

grassland song birds and unique plants.   

The SOD area has a larger variety of critical 

habitat identified and mapped than any other 

area in Saskatchewan! What is critical habitat? 

Critical habitat is the habitat that is necessary 

for the survival or recovery of a listed species. 

It is the precise areas that support the specific 

vegetation, soil, or topographic characteristics 

required for a species to survive. It is illegal to 

destroy critical habitat. Virtually every acre of 

native prairie here has been identified as 

critical or important habitat for a certain 

species at risk. Hence the extreme interest in 

maintaining and protecting this area.   

The South of the Divide Conservation Action 

Program Inc (SODCAP Inc.) is one of several 

agencies providing ecological programs in the 

South of the Divide Area. Conservation 

programming takes a variety of approaches, 

including general information sharing, 

community science, mitigation, avoidance, 

and active management. SODCAP Inc. focuses 

on extension with local land managers and 

active management, working in partnership 

with local ranchers to help them maintain and 

protect the habitat they manage.  

This hotspot of habitat exists thanks to years 

of management by the local ranchers, and the 

choices they have made for decades, and 

sometimes generations. Preserving prairie 

grasslands as prairie and acknowledging the 

importance of working with the climate and 

landscape has led to these large parcels of 

remaining habitat. SODCAP Inc. focuses on 

programming for a variety of species including 

Sage Grouse, Chestnut-collared Longspur 

(Calcarius ornatus),  Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus 

spragueii), Mountain Sucker (Catostomus 

platyrhynchus), and Pronghorn (Antilocapra 

americana) to help to maintain and enhance 
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Status:  

 The Rusty Blackbird is one of the most rapidly, 

and mysteriously, declining species in North 

America– 85-99% of the population has 

disappeared in the last 40 years and 

researchers are still unsure as to the cause.  

SPECIAL CONCERN 

Photo: Diego Steinaker  

 Canada’s boreal forests host 87% of the 

global breeding population every summer. 

In Saskatchewan, Rusty Blackbirds can still 

uncommonly be found in the forests of the 

north and in the south during migration. 

 Major threats are thought to include the 

loss and contamination of wetlands in 

both their wintering grounds in the US 

and their boreal breeding grounds in 

Canada. Changes of insect hatching cycles 

due to climate change is also thought to 

threaten this species 

Species Spotlight: The Rusty Blackbird 

Euphagus carolinus 
South of the Divide– A 
Hotspot of Habitat 
Krista Connick Todd, Range Agrologist, South of 
the Divide Conservation Action Program Inc. 

 While primarily an insect and seed eater, 

Rusty Blackbirds have been recorded 

attacking and eating other 

birds including sparrows, 

robins and snipe! 

 Rusty Blackbirds are one of the rare species 

that gets its name from it non-breeding 

plumage. In the summer males are a full body 

glossy black, but in the fall and winter both 

males and females turn a distinctive rusty tone. 

 The Rusty Blackbird may heavily rely on the 

beaver for its habitat needs as it favours 

beaver ponds. Persecution of the beaver may 

be contributing to Rusty Blackbird decline. 

Do you have a story to share about 
the species on your land or your land 
practices? We would love to feature 
you! Contact us at rpr@naturesask.ca 
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Burrowing 
Owls...Owl-ways in 
our Hearts 
Kaytlyn Burrows, Habitat 
Stewardship  Coordinator, Nature Saskatchewan 

habitat of the species within GNP, which 

coincides with Black-tailed prairie dog 

colonies. In July, brood surveys are 

conducted, aiming to assess nest success and 

the number of young that have fledged (also 

called “fledglings”).  Since 2016, as part of the 

recovery actions identified within the GNP 

multi-species action plan, Parks Canada has 

also implemented a supplemental feeding 

program to help increase success and 

recruitment of BUOWs within the park. 

Through this program, selected BUOW nests 

are provided frozen mice (Mus musculus) for 

up to 7 weeks starting from estimated hatch 

date. 

In 2021, a total of 42 BUOW nests were 

found on 13 “core” prairie dog colonies, while 

another three nests were found on non-core 

colonies, for a minimum total of 45 nests 

throughout the park’s West Block. This 

marked the second year in a row that the 

number of nests has been increasing (12 nests 

in 2019, 33 in 2020), and the highest number 

of nests recorded in the park since 2006. A 

were unable to host these events as usual. 

Instead, we took the events online and they 

were a huge success! This past February, we 

hosted a webinar called “All About Burrowing 

Owls!”. The webinar brought together 

Burrowing Owl conservationists and experts 

from B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 

Manitoba together to discuss the conservation 

efforts taking place in each province. The 

response we received was so wonderful! In 

total, we had 311 attendees listen in and 

participate. More recently, we hosted another 

webinar called “The Great Migration!” where 

we learned about Burrowing Owl and 

Monarch migration and their wintering 

grounds. We had 153 attendees join us and 

learn about the fascinating world of migration. 

If you missed these events, all of the webinars 

are recorded and uploaded to Nature 

Saskatchewan’s YouTube channel so make 

sure to visit our channel and check them out! 

From all of us at Nature Saskatchewan, I 

would like to thank our Habitat Stewardship 

Summer Assistants, Carmen and Rachel for all 

their hard work and dedication this field 

season. It was a pleasure working with you 

and the successes of this field season and the 

program would not be possible without you! 

As always, if you have any questions or 

comments, please do not hesitate to give me a 

call at (306) 780-9833, toll free on our HOOT 

line at 1-800-667-4668, or email me at 

obo@naturesask.ca.  I would love to hear 

from you! 

Burrowing Owl Population 
and Active Management in 
Grasslands National Park 
Stefano Liccioli, Wildlife Ecologist and Species at 
Risk Scientist, Grasslands National Park 

Hello program participants! I hope you 

doing well and have been able to navigate your 

way through this very challenging year and a 

half. I’ve been able to keep in touch with many 

of you over the last little while, mostly over the 

phone but I was very fortunate to get out in 

the field this past summer and see a few of you 

in person. This past summer, we were able to 

visit with 25 Operation Burrowing Owl (OBO) 

program participants and 23 potential 

program participants, with 14 of them joining 

the program. I would like to extend my 

warmest welcome and sincere thanks to our 

new participants! 

Overall, OBO currently has 348 landowners 

conserving just over 165,000 acres of 

Burrowing Owl habitat across southern and 

central Saskatchewan. We are always working 

hard to seek out interested landowners to join 

the program and we hope to continue 

increasing the number of participating 

landowners. We are working hard on 

following up with participants for the 2021 

participant census and so far we have reached 

57% of participants (90% being the goal) and 

those participants have reported 4 pairs and 3 

singles. Not to worry just yet, I’m confident we 

will receive more sightings as we reach more 

participants! We do have a few other 

Burrowing Owl sightings that came in through 

the toll-free HOOT line (1-800-667-4668) as 

well as staff sightings this past summer, 

including a nest with 6 young! We continue to 

remain optimistic that our Saskatchewan 

Burrowing Owl numbers will hold steady and 

hopefully even increase over time. 

Because of the challenges presented by 

COVID-19, we had to pivot a few of our usual 

activities, including our Conservation 

Appreciation Day events. Typically, we visit a 

local community and enjoy a locally-catered 

meal and educational presentations together. 

However, due to gathering restrictions, we 
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Young Burrowing Owls have a solid bluff-coloured 

belly, and less overall of the white mottling 

colouration of adult owls. Photo credit: James 

Villeneuve 

Kaytlyn Burrows, Operation Burrowing Owl Coordinator 

For as long as I can remember, I have always had a connection with nature and the desire to 

conserve it. When I was a kid, growing up in Regina, I would spend every minute I could outside 

exploring the world around me. I remember the struggle my parents had to endure trying to 

convince me to come in for supper! This connection has led me to who I am today and the focus of my 

education and career. I am a Habitat Stewardship Coordinator with Nature Saskatchewan, in 

particular, I coordinate our longest running stewardship program, Operation Burrowing Owl. I have 

been in this position since July of 2013 (with the exception of an education leave in 2018-2019). Prior to 

that, I spent a year as the Office Coordinator, as well as a summer as a member of the Rare Plant Rescue 

search and monitoring crew. I graduated from Lakeland College in 2012 with an Environmental Science 

Diploma in Conservation and Restoration Ecology just recently completed my B.Sc. in Environmental Biology 

from the University of Regina. I am incredibly fortunate to love what I do and I hope I can continue to share 

my passion for nature, the prairies, and conservation! 

Every year, Parks Canada monitors the 

status of Burrowing owl (BUOW) populations 

within Grasslands National Park (GNP), as 

part of its Ecological Integrity Monitoring 

program (which informs park management). 

 BUOW nest surveys take place in spring 

(typically mid-May), focusing on the preferred 



Continued on page 12... 

total of 191 BUOW fledglings was counted on 

“core” colonies in 2021, which is the 2nd 

highest since monitoring began in 1998 and 

just slightly lower than the record of 197 set in 

2020 (although the average number of 

fledglings/nest was lower). 

Data collected also provide interesting 

information on the potential value of the 

supplemental feeding program. Overall, 

between 2016 and 2021, the number of 

fledglings in nests receiving supplemental 

feeding (mean=5.94) was significantly higher 

than the ones that did not (mean=4.65). The 

success rate of nests during supplemental 

feeding years was also significantly higher 

than that recorded in 1998-2015, before the 

feeding program was implemented (93.2% vs. 

74%).  

Based on an average of 22 nests/year (2016-

2021 data), supplemental feeding has the 

potential to result in approx. 28 additional 

fledglings/year. Future research is still 

required to verify the extent of returns in GNP 

and the actual contribution of supplemental 

feeding. However, combined with the 

apparent lack of any population increase 

reported in other sites across the species’ 

range (Canada or U.S.), these data suggest 

that supplemental feeding has been having a 

positive impact on BUOW recruitment, 

potentially contributing to at least slowing 

down the local population decline, if not also 

to the population rebound observed in 2020-

2021.  

Moving forward, this active management 

program will be continued in GNP as long as 

operational resources allow, or until new data 

will suggest otherwise. In the future, 

developing a collaboration with other 

agencies, jurisdictions and institutions to 

monitor BUOW numbers outside GNP, and 

potentially involve landowners in a 

supplemental feeding program, could help 

BUOW recovery at the provincial level. 
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This year, our release site for our owl 

reintroduction project consisted of five 

enclosures, each with two artificial nesting 

burrows (ANB).  ANBs consist of an eight-foot

-long section of weeping tile and a five-gallon 

plastic pail. These burrows are predator-proof, 

which protects not only the adult owls but 

eggs and vulnerable young owls.  Each 

enclosure had a 2x4 wood frame surrounded 

by mesh netting, construction fencing and 

chicken wire to deter any interested predators. 

Pens stayed up until each pair had laid 

roughly three to four eggs, encouraging pair 

bonding and reduce nest abandonment. Once 

the pens were removed, the owls had enough 

space to hunt and raise their young!   

Spotting a Burrowing Owl in the prairie 

grasslands is a bit similar to finding a needle 

in a haystack. Weighing in at only 125-185 

grams, or the average weight of a russet 

potato, the burrowing owl is a small 

endangered grassland bird with a rounded 

head, long legs and intense yellow eyes. They 

camouflage well - mottled brown and beige 

feathers blend beautifully within their habitat. 

Historically found in the southwestern corner 

of Manitoba, burrowing owl populations 

declined from approximately 80 pairs in 

1980s to under five pairs in 2011. In 2020, 

only two wild pairs were observed in the 

province. 

The Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery 

Program (MBORP), founded by Executive 

Director Alex Froese, aims to increase 

burrowing owl populations in southwestern 

Manitoba through reintroduction, surveys, 

monitoring, research and education.  

Field surveys to detect wild owls are an 

important part of the work the organization 

strives to complete each summer. We began 

each morning in search of these unique little 

owls in the southwest corner of Manitoba. 

Knowing how impressively camouflaged 

burrowing owls are within the grassland 

surroundings, we were consistently thrown off 

by the attentive stance of ground squirrels and 

distant birds. While playing an audio clip of a 

male burrowing owl territorial call, we would 

scan the fields and nearby fence posts, 

searching for movement. We could only hope 

to hear a returning "coo-coo" from a wild male 

owl, yet, nothing has been heard this season 

through the orchestra of songbirds. This just 

means that our search continues!  

Burrowing Owl; Photo credit: Boyd Coburn 

Manitoba Burrowing Owl 
Recovery Program– Season 
Recap! 
Taylor Denolf, Field Technician, Manitoba 
Burrowing Owl Recovery Program 

We had the pleasure of watching 28 

Burrowing Owl young grow from tiny 8 gram 

white fluff balls to 130-140 gram wide-eyed 

young owls. MBORP’s reintroduction activities 

to encourage nesting success has paid off! This 

season's efforts resulted in the highest number 

of fledged young since the inception of 

MBORP in 2013. Extremely dry summer 

conditions in 2021 have been ideal for nesting 

burrowing owls; nests remained dry and food 

sources were abundant with many 

grasshoppers around.  

Another positive for the 2021 season is the 

absence of predation events. MBORP installs 

trail cameras at all nest sites to monitor 

activities 24 hours a day. This season, only two 

Enclosures protect the owls until they have a nest of 

>3 eggs and are ready to be released. This encourages 

pair-bond, reduces nest abandonment, and overall 

pairs produce, hatch, and fledge more young.  
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Continued on page 10... 

were also found in the sand swept search area. 

The summer wrapped up with searches in the 

northern most reaches of the Great Sandhills 

against the South Saskatchewan River 

searching for Tiny Cryptantha and Small-

flowered Sand-verbena. While those species 

 The Rare Plant Rescue search crew doesn’t often get the timing right to witness the delicate blooms of 

Smooth Goosefoot. This year we were lucky enough to hit the right week and have an excellent macro 

camera with us! Photo credit: Ashley Mills. 

We started and ended our summer in the 

SOD area, where to begin with we focused 

much of our search efforts in the RM of Reno 

in the extreme southwest of the province 

searching for the very diminutive annual 

Dwarf Woolly-heads. Like the name suggests 

Dwarf Woolly-head are extremely small, 

only about the size of a penny, and are 

covered in woolly soft hairs. These tiny 

plants are ephemeral wetland specialists, 

meaning they are only found in small 

depressions of the dry prairie that see 

water accumulation in the spring before 

it drains away later in the season. This 

year could not have been more 

successful- our efforts with 14 out of 

the 20 quarter sections searched for 

Dwarf Woolly-heads recorded 

occurrences! Not only that, but Dwarf 

Woolly-heads seemed to have an 

exceptional year! The ground in 

some areas was literally carpeted 

with individuals, estimated to be 

into the millions! It made for an 

amazing experience for the Search 

Crew with a plant rarely seen! 

Emily Putz, Rare Plant Rescue Coordinator 

Hello Everyone! I have always loved nature and though I grew up in 

the city, most of my spare time has always been spent outdoors.  I am 

so thankful to have grown up surrounded by the beauty of 

Saskatchewan’s prairies and the unique species that make it their 

home! I first started working for Nature Saskatchewan as a 

Summer Assistant while I was still a student in 2014 and instantly 

knew that it was a place I would strive to come back to in the 

future. I graduated from the University of Regina in 2015 with a 

degree in biology, with concentration in ecology and 

environmental biology. I have had the great opportunity to 

work with a number of different species throughout my short 

career, mainly species at risk, and in late 2016 was lucky 

enough to be hired as a Habitat Stewardship Coordinator for 

RPR. Since my initial term as RPR coordinator, I’ve worked 

in a variety of positions with Nature Sask including 

Database Tech, RPR assistant, OBO Coordinator, and I’m 

very happy to once again coordinate RPR.  It’s been so 

wonderful to meet many of you and I hope to connect 

with more in the years to come! 8 

Searches for two other species in SOD, 

Slender Mouse-ear-cress and Tiny 

Cryptantha, were not as successful this 

year, but none the less recorded many 

provincially rare species including Gumbo 

Evening Primrose, Northern Blue-eyed 

Grass, Ten-Petalled Evening Star, Prickly 

Milkvetch, Narrow-leaved Umbrellawort, 

Lance-leaved Stonecrop, and Pincushion 

Plant! 

Much of the summer was also spent in the 

Great Sandhills area, where we once again had 

success searching the sandy dunes for Smooth 

Goosefoot. This plant is a dune specialist, and 

so the search crew spent many days emptying 

their hiking boots of sand! 38 new occurrences 

of this species were recorded during searches 

this year and the crew was lucky enough to 

witness the plants in bloom. The delicate 

looking tiny beige flowers are very rarely seen 

by RPR! Provincially rare target species Small 

Lupine and Annual Beaked Skeletonweed 
Dwarf Woolly-heads is in the aster family, each 

flower ”head” is actually made up of a few central 

male flowers surrounded by many female flowers 

enclosed in a woolly bract. Photo: Ashley Mills. 

Little Woolly 
Heads as Far as 
the Eye Can See 
Emily Putz, Habitat Stewardship Coordinator, 
Nature Saskatchewan 

As the fall frost sets in and RPR wraps up for 

another year, we celebrate once again a very 

successful field season! With a full searching 

and monitoring crew we were able to focus our 

efforts this year on five federally listed plant 

species at risk: Slender Mouse-ear-cress, 

Small-flowered Sand-verbena, Smooth 

Goosefoot, Tiny Cryptantha, and Dwarf 

Woolly-heads. We split our search efforts into 

two geographical areas; the South of the 

Divide (SOD) area of Southwest Saskatchewan 

and slightly more north in the Great Sandhills. 

Both areas of the province are breathtakingly 

beautiful and host some of the best remaining 

habitat for prairie plant species at risk, making 

searches a joy as we hiked across vast 

stretches of intact native grasslands.  

were absent this year, crews found plenty of 

provincially rare Stinking Goosefoot, which 

has the unpleasant distinction of smelling 

strongly of rotten fish. The amazing views of 

the river valley hills were the perfect way to 

wrap up an amazing season and we were 

treated on our last day of searches to a huge 

flock of Common Nighthawk (another 

threatened species) swooping and booming 

overhead as we said our goodbyes.   

As usual, another highlight of our summer is 

always the people we meet along the way. Our 

stewards show their passion for their land in 

everything they do and it was our pleasure to 

meet so many amazing ranchers this year 

during our searches. We are so happy to give a 



Recent surveys undertaken by Environment 

and Climate Change Canada have expanded 

the range of a species of lichen to include 

Saskatchewan.  The Golden-eye Lichen 

(Teloschistes chrysophthalmus), a Special 

Concern species in Canada, was previously 

known to only occur in Ontario and Manitoba.   

According to the Committee on the Status of 

Wildlife In Canada (COSEWIC), only twenty-

five occurrences are known from Canada, 

including one historical occurrence.  Golden-

eye Lichen is a fruticose (shrubby) lichen that 

primarily inhabits well-lit, more humid 

environments, growing on branches and twigs 

of trees. It likely prefers White Spruce (Picea 

glauca), but also grows on numerous other 

species such as Jack Pine (Pinus banksiana), 

Manitoba Maple (Acer negundo), Paper Birch 

(Betula papyrifera), Balsam Fir (Abies 

balsamea), Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa), 

Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana), Saskatoon 

(Amelianchier alnifolia), Juniper (Juniperus 

spp.), Silverberry (Elaeagnus commutata),  

and Trembling Aspen (Populus tremuloides). 

It primarily grows on dead twigs or branches 

in live trees but occasionally is also found on 

the trunk of trees, dead trees, and even fence 

posts.  

This past summer, Michael Rudy of 

Meander Ecological was contracted by 

Environment and Climate Change Canada to 

conduct targeted surveys for Golden-eye 

Lichen in Manitoba.  While traveling back 

through southeastern Saskatchewan, Michael 

stopped to check some spruce trees.  Michael 

described his experience: 

Because Golden-eye Lichen is quite 

distinctive and easy to identify in the field, an 

opportunity exists for citizen scientists to 

participate in helping to locate more 

occurrences.  Those who think they have 

found a specimen should take several, clear 

close-up photos that experts can use to 

confirm the identity.  Those using the 

iNaturalist app can submit observations to the 

Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre’s 

project, while others can simply contact the 

Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre 

(making sure to include precise location 

information, preferably a GPS waypoint).  Do 

not collect specimens for identification. 

Given how common White Spruce and other 

woody hosts of Golden-eye Lichen are in 

Saskatchewan and even further afield, there is 

great potential for future surveys.  Experts are 

still learning about this species, particularly 

concerning its habitat and distribution in 

Canada, so this new occurrence in 

Saskatchewan opens the door for more 

exciting discoveries which will better our 

understanding of Golden-eye Lichen and help 

conserve this species at risk.  

A New Species for 
Saskatchewan! 
Chet Neufeld, Executive Director, Native Plant 
Society of Saskatchewan 
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“… more excitingly, I stopped in Moose 
Mountain Provincial Park in 
Saskatchewan on the way home and found 
two thalli of [Golden-eye Lichen] there as 
well! There's a strong likelihood there's 
more there to be found, as I only checked 
around twenty trees and I found the first 
thallus on the second tree I looked at.” 

Diagnostic parts: 1) Reproductive Cups (Apothecia); 2) Small whisker-like hairs on rim of cups;                    

3) Body/ branches of lichen (Thallus); 4) Body tufts with small, whisker-like hairs. Photo: Michael Rudy 

If you want to learn more about this  species, 

you can read the COSEWIC report here: 

https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-

en.html#/species/1331-972 

 

 

Golden-eye Lichen; Photo credit: Michael Rudy 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Trait Notes 

Growing on trees, shrubs, old wood, 
signs, fenceposts, etc. 

In Canada, only a single specimen has been reported on 
rock. 

Abundant apothecia (reproductive 
cups). 

Apothecial margins (edges) are well-developed. 

Apothecial cup margins and thallus 
(main structure) ciliate to abundantly 
ciliate. 

Small, whisker-like hairs on rim of apothecia and thallus. 

Thallus tufts up to 2 cm high, lacking 
granular reproductive structures 
(soredia) entirely. 

Branches lack a granular, powdery coating of asexual 
reproductive structures (soredia). 

Thallus bright orange (rarely grey-green), 
turning dark red-purple (K+) when 
exposed to Potassium hydroxide solution 
(KOH). 

KOH is not required to identify the species due to its 
general distinctiveness and the lack of lookalikes in 
Canada but confirms the genus Teloschistes. 

Abundant pycnidia (fruiting bodies) on 
thallus branches. 

Immersed below shallow orange dots scattered on 
branches. 

Michael went on to say that the two 

individuals he found were growing on planted 

spruce, and that he could not explore more in 

that area as most of the other spruce trees he 

was interested in were on private property. 

Unlike many other lichen species, Golden-

eye Lichen is fairly easy to spot and identify 

because it is bright orange, making it stand 

out from its surroundings.  While it is not the 

only orange lichen out there, it is quite 

different from similar-looking species.  The 

table to the right provides a great description 

of the identifying traits of the species.  



understanding of bat populations in 

Saskatchewan and for conservation actions to 

be taken. 

Some of the best conservation actions are 

education and awareness. To help with this, 

the Government of Saskatchewan officially  

proclaimed October 24-31 as Bat Week. 

During this week, Saskatchewan joined an 

international community to raise awareness 

and promote bat conservation and 

stewardship. The Ministry of Environment co-

hosted “Bats in the Backyard” with local bat 

experts and researchers from the University of 

Regina. This outdoor event was a great 

opportunity to take a walk, find QR codes and 

learn more about Saskatchewan’s bat 

population along the way! 

The fungus species (Pseudogymnoascus 

destructans) that is responsible for causing 

white-nose syndrome in bats was recently 

detected in guano samples collected from 

bridges in eastern Saskatchewan. While not 

infectious to humans, this is a deadly disease 

for some of Saskatchewan’s bat species, 

including two endangered species, the little 

brown Myotis and the northern long-eared 

Myotis. White-nose syndrome has killed 

millions of bats in North America since its 

discovery in the state of New York in 2006. 

Since then, it has continued to spread across 

the United States and Canada, largely through 

bat-to-bat contact. Bats are critical to our 

ecosystems and provide valuable pest control 

services to agriculture and forestry. This 

discovery highlights the need for a better 

Bat Week Proclaimed in 
Saskatchewan 
Erin Swerdfeger, Conservation Data Centre 
Zoologist, Ministry of Environment great big thank you to our current program 

participants and a giant welcome to five newly 

signed landowners! These landowners join 80 

others in RPR to conserve over 250,000 acres 

of rare plant habitat! I personally would also 

like to give a big thank you to my wonderful 

staff this summer; thank you to my very 

dedicated search crew Ashley Mills, Spencer 

Lyons, and Gillian Walker, who had many 

early mornings to beat the +30 heat, and a 

HUGE thank you to my assistant Olivia 

Yurach, whose skills in organization and 

planning are top notch and kept the summer 

on track! It wouldn’t have been possible 

without your hard work!  

Have questions about the Rare Plant Rescue 

program? Please don’t hesitate to reach me 

(Emily Putz) by phone at (306) 780-9417 or 

through email at rpr@naturesask.ca.  

…RPR season update, 

continued from page  8 

Both of these at risk species have musically unique songs and share a love for a monochromatic palette- making them sometimes tricky to ID.  

Follow these tips to tell these tricky look-a-likes apart! 

Musical Monochromes: Birding tips in Black & White 

 The Lark Bunting The Bobolink 

Calamospiza melanocorys  Dolichonyx oryzivorus  

VS 
Threatened Threatened 

Compact Sparrow-like Body  

Straw-coloured Neck Patch 

Bright White Back & Rump 

Large Fat Bill 

White Wing Patches 

Sharply Pointed Blackbird Bill 

Song: Long songs with repeated notes and rapid trills and 

buzzes. Often paired with an impressive song flight that earned them their 

“lark” name.  

Habitat: Open sagebrush grasslands, foraging in hay and 

agricultural fields on insects. 
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Song: Males give im pressive flight displays in spring and ear ly 

summer, with a unique long, burbling song with sharp mechanical notes 

and whistles. Sometimes described as “R2D2” or “Dial-up internet”. 

Habitat: Ungrazed grasslands, uncut hayland, and m eadow s, 

foraging in agricultural fields on seed crops. 

Photos: Snow Bunting– Tom Benson; Bobolink– Randy McCulloch 
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Can fish be at risk? In November 2010, the 

Committee on the Status of Endangered 

Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) assessed the 

Milk River populations of Mountain Sucker 

(Catostomus platyrhynchus) as a separate 

designable unit in Alberta and Saskatchewan 

and assigned them a designation of 

Threatened (in April 2013 it was legally listed 

under the Species at Risk Act -SARA).   

A healthy riparian area provides good 

habitat for a variety of fish species, including 

Plains Minnow (Hybognathus placitus) and 

Mountain Sucker, both of which are listed on 

the Species at Risk Act. Mountain sucker is 

considered a cool water species and prefers 

shallow streams with a gravel or cobble 

bottom. Deep rooted vegetation along the edge 

of a creek helps to hold the bank in place, 

reduce sedimentation, and shade the water, 

keeping it cool. A healthy riparian area has 

deep-rooted vegetation, minimal bare ground, 

and a healthy shrub community where 

possible.   

With Funding from the Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the National 

Fish and Wildlife Fund, SODCAP Inc. is 

implementing a project to improve and 

conserve important riparian habitat. Our 

project target area comprises of the 

Frenchman River and Battle Creek systems 

and tributary creeks including Caton, 

Lonepine, Belanger, and Conglomerate in 

southwest Saskatchewan. 

Some of the threats to Mountain Sucker 

include habitat loss as a result of altered 

water flows, degradation of habitat quality 

and the introductions of aquatic invasive 

species. Many activities may lead to loss and 

degradation of riparian habitats; for 

example, removing vegetation to plant 

annual crops or tame forage, and over-

grazing and trampling of the stream bank by 

livestock.   

With this project, our focus is on reducing  

pressure on the streambanks by fencing 

critical areas, deferring grazing during 

critical growth stages, providing off-stream 

water supply for cattle, relocating salt and 

minerals, and using corridors for livestock.  

A riparian area is the “green zone” of vegetation found along a creek, river or 

slough. This lush, moisture-loving vegetation is the transition zone between the 

uplands and water.   

What is a Riparian Area? 

The project began by identifying target areas 

and approaching the land managers for ideas. 

Using riparian health assessments, each 

project identifies an area of concern and helps 

to improve the riparian health there and the 

corresponding habitat. These are long-term 

cost-share agreements negotiated with each 

participating land manager to address their 

unique needs. On-going monitoring will assess 

the effectiveness of the project.   

If you live on the south slope of the Cypress 

hills in the far southwest corner of 

Saskatchewan and would like to initiate a 

project to protect your riparian habitat, please 

contact Diego or Krista at: www.sodcap.com/

contact.html 

This project is being funded by Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada (DFO) through the 

Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at 

Risk, the Saskatchewan Stock Growers 

Foundation through the Joyce Gemmell 

Jessen Habitat Conservation Fund, and the 

US National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

through the Northern Great Plains Program.  

Funding Available for 
Habitat Enhancement 
Projects with Nature 

Saskatchewan! 

Nature Saskatchewan’s Habitat 

Enhancement program offers 50:50 

cost-sharing opportunities for 

eligible landowners to improve habitat 

for Burrowing Owls, Piping Plovers, 

Ferruginous Hawks and Sprague’s 

Pipits. Eligible projects include native 

grass seeding, alternative water 

developments, wildlife friendly fencing, 

and *NEW* this year– fencing for 

Ferruginous Hawk nesting sites! 

For more information or to apply 

for funding, please contact Nature 

Saskatchewan at 

obo@naturesask.ca or toll-free at     

1-800-667-4668. 

Fencing projects are done to protect critical riparian habitat, like this project at Conglomerate Creek, Sask, from 

the pressures of grazing and trampling by livestock. An alternative water source is made available for the nearby 

rangeland. Photo: SODCAP Inc. 
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Enhancing and Conserving 
Riparian Habitats in 
Southwestern Saskatchewan 
Krista Connick Todd, Range Agrologist, & Diego 
Steinaker, Biologist, South of the Divide 
Conservation Action Program Inc. 

Mountain Sucker; Illustration: A. Odum 



Sustainable rangeland agriculture 

is dependent on adapted species 

capable of surviving under year-

round environmental stress. Seed 

sources for many species though 

are limited, expensive, and can be 

difficult to establish. In some cases 

seed sources are derived from 

foreign or maladapted populations 

which reduces the chances of 

successful reintroduction. 

Matching populations to their growing 

conditions and ensuring successful 

establishment are key to the program.   

The program works with a variety of native 

grasses (wheatgrasses, fescue and grama 

grasses, amongst others), legumes (prairie 

clovers, milkvetch, and vetches/vetchlings) 

and a select number of shrubs and forbs 

(winterfat, perennial sunflowers). By better 

understanding the interaction between their 

genetics and the environment, Dr. Asselin 

hopes to development native seed sources that 

will best stand up to extreme and varied 

growing conditions. The more stable and 

manageable native seed sources are to 

establish, the more likely producers are 

incentivized to seed them back into their 

rangelands.  

Rangelands play an integral role in the 

conservation of native plant resources and 

provide ecosystem services to their 

environment such as carbon sequestration, 

soil stabilization, habitat for pollinators and 

migratory animals, as well as sustainable low-

input feed for cattle production.  

Rangelands are vulnerable to disruption 

though, and once disturbed recreating a 

sustainable system is a considerable challenge. 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) has 

several researchers working in the area of 

rangeland health and rehabilitation to support 

the cattle industry.  

In 2019, they hired Dr. Sean Asselin as a 

native forage breeder at the Swift Current 

Research and Development Centre. His work 

seeks to increase the yield, nutritional quality 

and establishment characteristics of adapted 

seed sources of native perennial forage 

species. The ultimate goals of his research is 

the development of seed sources capable of 

maintaining and improving the underlying 

biodiversity which supports sustainable 

rangelands. 

each season and overwintering them at the 

Assiniboine Park Zoo in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

After receiving the blood sample sex results, 

MBORP removes select young from nests for 

the breeding and release season for the next 

year. Removing a few young from each nest 

will help increase their chances of survival of 

the young remaining in the wild as there is 

less competition for food and this ultimately 

increases overall body condition prior to 

migration.  
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observations of raccoons were noted on the 

trail cameras after young had hatched, and all 

28 owl young survived the early vulnerable 

nesting stages. 

To increase survival of young, we increase 

the supplement of mice provided to each 

family group. This encourages strong, healthy 

young and reduces sibling competition. Every 

few days we checked the burrows to make sure 

all young were accounted for during their first 

few weeks.  

At roughly four weeks old, we weigh, band, 

check body condition, and take blood samples 

to determine sex with the help of the 

veterinarians from the Assiniboine Park Zoo. 

Banding burrowing owls allows us to identify 

individuals along migration and on the 

breeding grounds in the northern U.S. and in 

Canada. Should anyone observe a banded owl, 

they can report the unique alpha-numeric 

colour coded band to the Canadian Wildlife 

Service bird banding office or to a local 

conservation organization. This              

information will find its way back to 

the bander/conservation program.  

MBOPRs reintroduction efforts 

include holding back some young owls 

Agriculture Canada’s 
Native Plant Breeder– Sean 
Asselin 
Dr. Sean Asselin, Research Scientist, Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada 

We want to give each one of these burrowing 

owl young the best chance to survive to 

fledging, post-fledging on the breeding 

grounds and navigating their first migration. 

Watching these unique little owls grow in 

front of our eyes has truly been a surreal and 

rewarding experience! 

To learn more visit us at mborp.ca or email 

us at mbburrowingowls@gmail.com! 

…Manitoba burrowing owls, 

continued from page  7 

White Prairie Clover (above) and native Wheatgrass spp.  

(bottom left) are two of the native plants being looked at 

by Ag Canada. Photos: Sean Asselin 

Pairs of released owls are provided with extra mice 

at the entrance to their burrows to promote healthy 

and large chick clutches. Owl Photos: Taylor Denolf 



Nature Saskatchewan 
Properties Join Treaty 
Land Sharing Network! 
Morley Maier, Board of Directors, Nature 
Saskatchewan 

relationship-building opportunities, such as 

virtual seminars, book clubs, and gatherings 

on the land. Learning more about the truth of 

Treaties and colonization of the prairies 

equips us to help restore Treaty relations, 

while gathering together to build relationships 

and practice ceremony ensures that the work 

of sharing land will continue for the long term. 

If you are interested in joining the network, 

visit treatylandsharingnetwork.ca for more 

information or call (306) 700-0237. 

Many of you will already know that Nature 

Saskatchewan, as part of our conservation 

efforts, owns or leases land in our province. 

There are 8 of these properties or 

“Sanctuaries” ranging in size from just a few 

acres to the largest of about 400 acres. While 

they are located in different ecoregions, each 

has significant ecological value that is worthy 

of stewardship and protection. Nature 

Saskatchewan lands are public spaces and we 

have always welcomed people to visit and 

enjoy these nature sanctuaries.  

The Treaty land Sharing Network (TLSN) is 

a newly formed group who describe 

themselves as farmers, ranchers and other 

landholders who have come together to begin 

the crucial work of honoring treaties. They 

welcome Indigenous people to access the land 

that they farm to practice their way of life. 

This past summer, an invitation was extended 

from TLSN to Nature Saskatchewan to be a 

part of these land sharing efforts.  

Nature Saskatchewan is committed to 

finding meaningful responses to the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission Report and Calls 

to Action. It was obvious that land-based 

reconciliation could be a part of that response 

and therefore we have offered our sanctuaries 

to the TLSN as land to share. In reality, not 

much will change. “Foot traffic only” and all 

other TLSN land use requirements match 

Nature Saskatchewan's expectations of those 

who access their land.  

More than anything, Nature Saskatchewan 

hopes that our and the TLSN’s gates signs 

placed together will be a reminder to everyone 

that their Sanctuaries are welcoming places 

that all are invited to use and enjoy.  

13 

Network of Landholders 
Upholds Treaty Rights 

Hillary Aitken, Coordinating Committee Member, 
Treaty Land Sharing Network 

On July 15, 2021, seventy people gathered on 

a farm near Bladworth in ceremony to mark 

the public launch of the Treaty Land Sharing 

Network (TLSN). Nearly three years in the 

making, the network is comprised of farmers, 

ranchers, and other landholders who are 

committed to upholding the spirit and intent 

of Treaties. So far, more than 30 members 

have joined the network, welcoming 

Indigenous people to gather plants and 

medicines, hunt, and practice ceremony on 

the land that they farm. This now represents 

nearly 10,000 acres (4000 hectares) across 

Treaties 4 and 6. Network members commit to 

the guiding principles of the TLSN, put up a 

visible sign welcoming Indigenous land users, 

and list their location and contact information 

on the website. 

Network organizers and members are 

excited and enthusiastic about the work of 

restoring our treaty relationships. A critical 

focus for the next year is outreach and 

engagement with First Nations and Métis 

people in Saskatchewan. Despite the good 

intentions and positive media attention, after 

generations of broken promises, settlers have 

work to do to prove that the network can, 

indeed, deliver safe access to land. 

An important element of the Network has 

also been ongoing educational and 

In 2021, two new Saskatchewan species 

were added to the federal at-risk listings 

and 1 species was reviewed.  

 The Bull Snake and Transverse 

Ladybeetle have now been added 

as Special Concern 

 Rusty Cord-moss was reviewed 

and reaffirmed as Endangered.  

At-risk Listings Update:  

Special Concern Special Concern Endangered 

Photos in this article: TLSN 
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The new Stewardship Investment Program works 

directly with ranchers in priority areas to help 

keep grasslands healthy through funding a variety 

of projects and activities. 

3) improve wildlife habitat  

4) support species at risk  

5) reduce fencing impact on the movement of 

wildlife  

6) improve water management  

7) manage weeds and invasive species  

8) educate grassland stewards  

9) reduce predator conflict.  

Stewardship Investment Program projects 

include items such as removing old fences, 

building wildlife-friendly fences, installing 

remote water systems, conducting range 

health assessments, species surveys, weed 

control through herbicide or biological control 

and workshops or classes to improve 

grassland stewardship. 

In Saskatchewan, landowners who have 

conservation easements with NCC and DUC, 

ecosystems: the native prairie grasslands we 

call home. Through this initiative, the Nature 

Conservancy of Canada will bring together a 

diverse group of individuals and organizations 

to accelerate the adoption of sustainable 

approaches to help conserve grasslands. 

NCC, together with Ducks Unlimited 

Canada, Manitoba Habitat Heritage 

Corporation, Southern Alberta Land Trust 

Society and Western Sky Land Trust will work 

with landowners and land managers across all 

three prairie provinces to accelerate the 

adoption of sustainable approaches to 

protecting and restoring native grasslands and 

the species they sustain. 

Landowners of native grasslands, with 

conservation easements of over 100 acres (40 

hectares), are eligible to apply for Stewardship 

Investment Program grants. Lands must be 

located within one of 14 priority ecoregions 

identified across Alberta, Saskatchewan and 

Manitoba. When considering project approval, 

the land trusts will use conservation 

prioritization tools to examine the occurrences 

of rare or endangered plant, bird or wildlife 

species. The land trusts will work with 

applicants to screen and prioritize projects 

according to the acres (hectares) of land that 

can be improved and the impact that can be 

achieved through these nine categories:  

1) improve range utilization  

2) increase native range  

New Program Provides 
Support for Ranchers and 
Helps Conserve Grasslands 
and the Species they Sustain 

Tamara Carter, Director of Prairie grasslands 
Conservation, Nature Conservancy of Canada 

Grasslands are one of the rarest and most at-

risk ecosystems in the world. They are a 

critical part of Saskatchewan. Grasslands filter 

our water, help prevent flooding and droughts, 

sequester carbon, and for thousands of years 

have provided sustenance for humans. Over 

the past 25 years, Saskatchewan has lost more 

than 809,000 hectares (2 million acres) of 

native grassland, and now less than 20 per 

cent remains intact. The Nature Conservancy 

of Canada (NCC) has conserved 198,219 

hectares (489,810 acres) of ecologically 

significant land and water in Saskatchewan. 

NCC recognizes that ranchers are stewards 

of these grasslands and works with ranchers to 

help graze the land and keep grasslands 

healthy. By supporting best management 

practices on grasslands, ranchers help to 

preserve biodiversity. In 2020 a new initiative 

was announced with a generous commitment 

from the Weston Family Foundation. The 

Weston Family Prairie Grasslands Initiative – 

Stewardship Investment Program is a four-

year collaboration (2021-2024) to celebrate, 

steward and protect one of Canada’s most 

ecologically valuable and threatened 

To Familiar Faces Starting New Adventures 

 This fall we said a heartfelt goodbye to our long-time Species at Risk Manager, Melissa Ranalli, as she 

embarked on a new chapter in her career.   

Melissa Ranalli 

“It is with a heavy heart that I am leaving Nature Saskatchewan's Species at Risk Manager 
position. Since 2009, when I first started with Nature Saskatchewan as an RPR search crew 

member, I have had the privilege to do work that aligns with my personal values. I am so grateful to 
have worked with some of the most committed, enthusiastic and passionate people - both stewards and 

colleagues - I have ever met. I feel so fortunate for the many opportunities I've had to learn and grow 
during my time with Nature Saskatchewan. I have seen some of the most beautiful parcels of prairie and 

shoreline and the species at risk that they support, and I've met and heard from many of the participants 
who steward these lands. Your commitment to habitat conservation is so very inspiring. I'm very proud to 

have contributed to the Stewards of Saskatchewan program work, growth and evolution over the last 12 
years, and none of that would have been possible without you, the stewards. Thank you so much for all you 

have done and continue to do for species at risk in Saskatchewan.” 

“Hi everyone! I am once again in the Species at Risk Manager role. While I am excited to dig in and glad 
that I am continuing to work with the programs, it does not come without a loss. We are sad to see 
Melissa leave, as she has made a huge contribution to habitat conservation at Nature Saskatchewan, 
but know that we will remain connected as she continues to work on conservation planning. For those 
of you that do not know me, I have been with the Stewards of Saskatchewan programs since 2007 
and have been lucky to work with all the programs as a summer student, coordinator, and manager. 

I am a prairie girl born and raised and completed my Integrated Resource Management Diploma 
at SaskPolytechnic, and my Bachelor of Science in Environmental Biology at University of 

Regina. I have been married to my wonderful husband for 13 years and we have two 
amazing boys, 10 and 7 years old. Thank you for all your efforts in habitat 

conservation; you are appreciated!”  14 

We are very happy to have Rebecca Magnus, long-time SOS Coordinator and familiar face for many of you, stepping 

up to the manager role.  
Rebecca Magnus, Species at Risk Manager 



We are all painfully aware of the challenges 

of maintaining our grassland ecosystems and 

the myriad lifeforms they support in their 

rightful place on the planet. Nonetheless, 

there is so very much 

momentum in grassland 

conservation today that 

there is cause for great 

optimism. In Canada, we 

see redoubled efforts 

under the Pan-Canadian 

Approach to Transforming   

Species at Riskaaaaaa                                           

Conservation (particularly 

relevant to conservation 

on working landscapes) 

and the new Nature-Smart 

Climate Solutions Fund 

(with one of its foci on grasslands and their 

exceptional carbon-storage capacity). Recent 

launches of significant private initiatives, such 

as the Weston Family Foundation’s $25 

million grassland initiative, add more reason 

for hope. Grasslands and bison restoration 

have gained prominence in many inspiring 

Indigenous-led Conservation efforts. There 

are international efforts and novel 

partnerships such as the JV8 (a shared 

grassland strategy of eight joint ventures from 

northern Mexico to southern Canada), the 

Commission for Environmental Cooperation, 

the Trilateral Committee of Wildlife Agencies 

and others. Amidst this groundswell, two large 

efforts were formed to align diverse voices and 

interests: the Mississippi Flyway and the 

Central Grasslands Roadmap Summits. 

The Central Grasslands Roadmap Summit 

unites eight sectors: federal, provincial/state, 

Indigenous,    non-government organizations, 

academic, industry, foundations and 

landowners from Canada to Mexico. The 

summit is an ongoing process with room for 

all. A virtual summit was held in summer 

The Central Grasslands 
Roadmap Summit… and 
you! 
Christian Artuso, Chair of the Canadian Working 
Group of the Central Grasslands Summit, 
Canadian Wildlife Services 

as well as renters of NCC lands and patron 

groups at community pastures may qualify for 

a grant award of up to $10,000 for eligible 

projects.  

Tamara Carter, a rancher from Southwest 

Saskatchewan and Director of Prairie 

Grasslands Conservation at NCC, will 

administer this new program. To learn how 

you can get involved and for more details on 

the Stewardship Investment Program,    email 

tamara.carter@natureconservancy.ca  

From the virtual summit, 150 pages of notes 

were condensed into a four-page summary 

identifying 12 priorities under three themes 

(research, partnership and funding) and 

grouped into four big buckets: to elevate and 

support local community initiatives, build 

legislative and agricultural policy to support 

grasslands, elevate the relevancy of grasslands 

to our natural and cultural heritage and 

wellbeing, and advance social and biological 

science to ensure resilient grasslands. Of 

course, the process of seeking input and 

adaptation is ongoing. Continuing 

engagement has included a survey this 

summer on priorities and needs. Over 150 

landowners responded that the economic 

metrics that mattered to them included annual 

yield and net profit; ecosystem metrics should 

include bird populations, carbon 

sequestration, biodiversity 

and soil health; and 

rangeland and operations 

metrics should include 

operation resiliency, 

breeding/calving success 

largest such as the bison, to address 

sustainable water use, climate-change 

mitigation, drought mitigation, fundamental 

ecosystem processes such as pollination and 

grazing, and, of course, to promote human 

health and thriving rural communities. 

There are many places and ways to share 

and elevate our voices… so, let’s talk! 

If you are interested in learning more about 

the Central Grasslands Roadmap Summit, 

please visit www.grasslandsroadmap.org/ 

Christian Artuso, is the chair of the 

Canadian Working Group of the Central 

Grasslands Summit. If you would like to 

contact Christian directly, you can email 

him at Christian.artuso@canada.ca   
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and livestock health. We would also like to 

tackle themes such as proactive 

management, programs for small producers,  

topsoil improvement, education programs 

for producers on sustainable management, 

and public education (addressing the 

apparent disconnect of many urban people 

from grasslands and working landscapes). 

A small Canadian working group in Canada 

meets monthly and has secured some funds 

for a contract on First Nations engagement 

with Centre for Indigenous Environmental 

Resources and a communications contract. 

We are marching in stride, liaising with other 

working groups to ensure Canadian 

perspectives are shared, and strengthening 

grassland alliances. As community champions, 

those of you reading this article are truly 

needed in the summit process. You have 

insight on how to achieve better braiding of 

private, public and Indigenous-led 

conservation to support the smallest such as 

the Endangered Poweshiek Skipperling to the 

Photo: Ashley Mills 

Photo: Emily Putz 

2020 and an in-person follow-up is planned 

for May 2022 in Colorado. In the interim and 

beyond, workshops on particular aspects and 

working groups seek to ensure relevance and 

strength at local to national/international 

scales. 

Photo credit: Jason Bantle 



The Stewards of Saskatchewan programs  

would not be possible without the generous 

support of our funders: 

The views expressed herein are solely those of Nature Saskatchewan or the respective author(s) of the articles.  

We thank the following for their help in program delivery: 

Canadian Wildlife Service—Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards Inc. 

National Burrowing Owl Recovery Team 

Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan 

Nature Conservancy of Canada 

Old Wives Watershed Association 

Piping Plover Recovery Team 

Prairie Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Team 

Recovery Team for Plants at Risk in the Prairie Provinces 

Royal Saskatchewan Museum 

Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl Interpretive Centre 

Saskatchewan Conservation Data Center 

Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan 

SaskPower Shand Greenhouse 

Sprague’s Pipit Recovery Team 

Check us out on social media to stay up-to-date with all our 

current news! 

Printed on 50% recycled FSC paper.  

(Forest Stewardship Council) 

 
Operation Burrowing Owl, Rare 

Plant Rescue, Shrubs for Shrikes, 
Plovers on Shore, and Stewards of 

Saskatchewan banner program,       
are programs of: 

Nature Saskatchewan is a 
conservation and cultural 

organization of naturalists.  Our 
vision is “Humanity in Harmony 

with Nature.” 
 

206-1860 Lorne Street 
Regina, SK   S4P 2L7 

Phone: 1-800-667-4668 
or (306) 780-9273 

Fax: (306) 780-9263 
Email: info@naturesask.ca 
Web: www.naturesask.ca 

 
For specific program information 

please call our toll free number  
1-800-667-4668 or contact the 

following: 
 

Operation Burrowing Owl  
&  

Habitat Enhancement 
Kaytlyn Burrows 

Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 
Phone: (306) 780-9833 

Email: obo@naturesask.ca 

 
Rare Plant Rescue 

Emily Putz 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

Phone: (306) 780-9417 
Email: rpr@naturesask.ca 

 
Shrubs for Shrikes, Plovers on 

Shore, & Stewards of Saskatchewan 
banner program  

Rachel Ward 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

Phone: (306) 780-9832 
Email: outreach@naturesask.ca 

 
Conservation Easements &  

General Stewards of Saskatchewan 
Information 

Rebecca Magnus 
Species at Risk Manager 
Phone: (306) 780-9270 

Email: rmagnus@naturesask.ca 

A special thank you goes out to our participating  

landowners and volunteers! 

Neotropical 
Migratory Bird 
Conservation  Act 

Support for this project was provided through  
a grant by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  
NMBCA Grant Award number F20AP10306 

The Elsa Wild Animal 
Appeal of Canada 

This project is funded in part by the Government 
of Canada's Canada Summer Jobs program.  

This project was undertaken with the financial support of: 
Ce projet a été réalisé avec l’appui financier de: 

Environment and 
Climate Change Canada 

Environnement et 
Changement climatique Canada 


