
Fall 2022/ Spring 2023 

population re-visit for Slender Mouse-ear-cress but as 
it is tough to find, being a biennial strongly dependent 
on spring moisture, we are hopeful it may be found in 
a future search. In total this year, staff surveyed 35 
quarter sections of land and found more than 600 
individual plants listed either federally or provincially 
as species at risk.  

 

Our 2022 surveys involved 17 different land 
managers, each of whom were provided with a report 
following the search of their property. In the report, 
we detail the type of search that took place, the target 
species, and any other rare species that were 
observed, including non-plant, wildlife species at risk. 
We also provide maps highlighting the survey routes, 
including locations of rare and invasive species, along 
with information about those species to help with 
identification and inform on beneficial management 
practices.  

Over the decades RPR has sleuthed out 720 
occurrences of federally listed plant species and 
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It’s Been a Long Time Running: 
Rare Plant Rescue Celebrates 
20 Years 

Ashley Vass & Emily Putz, Habitat Stewardship 
Coordinators, Nature Saskatchewan 

 
 

Rare and Endangered plants are an often overlooked 
part of conservation work, most being small and hard 
to find in isolated ecosystems. Nature Saskatchewan’s 
Rare Plant Rescue (RPR) program aims to change 
this, and is this year celebrating 20 years of seeking 
out some of the prairie ecosystem’s most elusive 
organisms! 

Launched in 2002, RPR is a stewardship program 
for landowners with rare plants or habitat where they 
are likely to occur. Focused on targeting nine species 
protected federally as threatened, endangered or 
extirpated, and seven provincially rare species, each 
year search crews ask permission to search suitable 
habitat on private landowner properties. Once 
located, information is taken on the plant’s health, 
phenology, and individuals are mapped and counted; 
this helps fill important gaps in the knowledge base of 
where these species are, how populations are doing, 
and what environment they need to thrive. The past 
20 years have seen tremendous success. By partnering 
with landowners conserving habitat, we have been 
able to search and collect data on Saskatchewan’s 
rarest plant species, contributing to the down-listing 
(a species being moved to a lower risk category) of at 
least three.  

During the 2022 field season, surveys targeted 
Smooth Goosefoot (Chenopodium subglabrum), Tiny 
Cryptantha (Cryptantha minima), Dwarf Woolly-
heads (Psilocarphus brevissimus var. brevissimus), 
Buffalograss (Bouteloua dactyloides), and Slender 
Mouse-ear-cress (Crucihimalaya virgata), whose name 
recently changed from Transbergingia bursifolia ssp. 
virgate. The latter two were not found, including a 
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Plovers on Shore 

Stewards of Saskatchewan 

We work with land stewards to conserve prairie 
habitat and monitor species at risk. 
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RPR celebrates its 20th year of searching for plants such 
as rare sand dune species. Photo: Desiree Hobbins 

Tiny Cryptantha search habitat. Photo: Ashley Mills 



recorded another 556 provincially rare 
plant occurrences found incidentally, all 
during a whopping 559 individual quarter 
section searches. Once a plant occurrence is 
found RPR also monitors every 3-5 years, 
where they are able to revisit and map out 
how populations have changed between 
years, gaining information on whether the 
populations have grown or shrunk, or are 
being pressured from threats such as 
invasive species. Monitoring work is also a 
great opportunity to visit and reconnect 
with the wonderful landowners who make 
our program possible and keep these plant 
populations healthy through their ranching 
practices!   

So far this year, we have contacted 32 
landowners and managers and have 
discussed signing up for the program with 
20 potential participants. We were happy to 
reconnect with eight landowners already 
enrolled and very grateful that seven new 
participants joined the program this year! 
There are currently 93 participants in the 
program, conserving nearly 270,000 acres 
of rare plant habitat. This habitat includes 
rare fragile ecosystems such as sand dune 
environments, prairie fens, dry prairie 
ephemeral wetlands, and pristine, but 
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rapidly disappearing native prairie. 
Saskatchewan has lost the vast majority of its 
prairie, with around 13% remaining and 
some estimates as low as 9%. Rare plants are 
very specific about their needs, they require 
grazing and they can’t compete against 
aggressive tame species, such as Smooth 
Brome or Crested Wheatgrass, nor against 
human development including cropland 
expansion. As habitat disappears, so do the 
plants, leading in turn to the further 
disappearance of species that rely on them 
such as birds, mammals, amphibians, and 
pollinators; species that humans also rely on.  

Nature Saskatchewan uses voluntary 
handshake agreements with landowners in 
an effort to conserve and collect data on 
target plants. We can’t begin to express how 
grateful we are to the landowners and 
managers that conserve native prairie, 
participate in our program, and allow us onto 
their properties all in the name of rare 
plants! The program works alongside the 
landowners’ existing practices, and the land 
continues to be used in a way that benefits 
the steward. We rely on our ranchers and 
landowners to keep these plants thriving. If 
you think you have a rare plant or suitable 
habitat please give us a call on our toll-free 
Hoot Line, at 1-800-667-HOOT (4668) or 
email rpr@naturesask.ca. Every rare plant 
recorded is helping to map ranges, monitor 
populations, and aid with conservation 
efforts. Personal information is never shared 
without permission. 

 

Thank You to Our Stewards! 
We dedicate the Stewards of Saskatchewan newsletter to you, our 
stewards. Collectively, your individual actions to conserve habitat 

are of great importance, not only for species at risk and other 
native plants and animals, but for a healthy prairie.  Your 

appreciation and understanding of the natural world will ensure 
its beauty and function is conserved for future generations. Thank 

you for your continued dedication and commitment—without 
your support, our programs would not be possible. Nature 

Saskatchewan is proud to work alongside you! 
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RPR Search Crew out looking for rare plants. 
Photo: Melissa Ranalli 

Two of RPR’s target plants are the beautiful 
Western Spiderwort (top) and Small-flowered 

Sand-verbena (bottom). Photos: Emily Putz 



In partnership with 
SaskPower’s Shand 

Greenhouse and Blazing 
Star Wildflower Seed 
Company we will be 
offering free Bee and 

Butterfly Garden Seed Mix 
packets and Buffaloberry 
Seedlings next summer. 
We will also be offering 
free Milkweed Seedlings 

in partnership with Shand 
Greenhouse, with seeds 

sourced from Wild About 
Flowers. Ask us how to get 

yours today! 

Photo credit: Matt Lavin 
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Changes Coming for the 
Frenchman – Wood River 
Weed Management Area 
and Its Producers 

Sheena McInnes, Frenchman – Wood River 
Weed Management Area 

We all know that one weed turns into two, 
and two turns into a problem that is nearly 
impossible to control effectively—much less 
eradicate—if we don’t take action at the first 
sight of an infestation. 

That’s why the Weed Management Area 
(WMA) started in 2006, with the goal of 
raising awareness to the presence of invasive 
species, educating the public on 
identification and control methods, and 
putting forth large efforts to map noxious 
weeds in the southwest. 

Over those 16 years, the WMA has been 
integral in the fight against noxious weeds. 
Since the start, the WMA has been the only 
grassroots invasive species group in the 
southwest to provide a reliable local resource 
for producers to turn to, as well as being the 
chief entity in charge of gathering funding 
from multiple sources. The WMA is always 
looking for new funding opportunities and 
has the added advantage of being able to 
match any funds that may become available. 

In one such case, the WMA was able to 
effectively manage the spread of leafy spurge 
on native prairie pasture by use of a goat 
herd over two years, and then hosted a 
Targeted Grazing Workshop and Demo and 
Workshop in 2021. That project was made 
possible through a SaskEnergy grant, and by 
the coordinating efforts of WMA staff and a 
willing, participating producer. 

Now that we have a grasp of the extent of 
noxious weeds within the WMA (thanks to 
detailed mapping and producer cooperation), 
how can we effectively use that information to 
ramp up even more control efforts? And how 
can we procure more funding to continue the 
valuable work provided by the WMA? 

There is a considerable need for more 
funding to go towards invasive species 
education, awareness, and control not only 

within the WMA, but also the entire 
province (a good reminder of this need is to 
look at the Elbow Community Pasture and 
their large leafy spurge problem).  

A few participating members of the WMA 
recently met with David Marit, MLA of 
Wood River, to discuss the government’s 
involvement with the control of invasive 
weeds in the province. That meeting ended 
with a promising outlook and we hope that 
this is the start of a new direction for the 
WMA. 

So, as we look to the future, the WMA will 
review and revise its strategic plan in order 
to better serve our partners and our 
communities. 

The WMA is looking for your thoughts, 
suggestions, and project ideas for what you 
think would be an effective use of resources 
for weed management in the province! 

Contact Sheena at fwrwma@gmail.com to 
voice your opinion. 

Currently, Rural Municipalities (RMs) 
partnering with the WMA include Waverley, 
Mankota, Val Marie, Pinto Creek and Wood 
River, as well as Grasslands National Park 
and Old Wives Watershed Association. 

Leafy Spurge flowers. Photos: Jennifer Rumancik 

Close up of a Hawk Moth Caterpillar (above) and 
Hawk moth caterpillar and leafy spurge beetle 
both hard at work to kill this leafy spurge plant 

(below). Photos: Sheena McInnes 

We continue to offer mapping services, 
spurge beetle releases, educational 
opportunities, as well as a general hub spot 
for producers to turn to for help within the 
participating RMs. 

Neat upcoming plans include looking at the 
use of a high-tech drone to map and spray 
invasive weed populations in difficult terrain; 
ultimately saving time, money, headaches and 
probably a few sprained ankles! 
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Kaytlyn Burrows, Operation Burrowing Owl Coordinator 

What have the Stewards of 
Saskatchewan staff been up 
to? 

Kaytlyn Burrows, Habitat Stewardship Coordinator, 
Nature Saskatchewan 

Hello! Is it just me or did summer fly by in the 
blink of an eye? It was a hot and sunny summer 
filled with a lot of work to do in the field for our 
stewardship programs, Operation Burrowing 
Owl (OBO), Shrubs for Shrikes (SFS), Plovers 
on Shore (POS), and Stewards of Saskatchewan 
(SOS) banner program (find Rare Plant Rescues 
update in a separate article). My co-worker 
Rachel Ward and I were very fortunate this year 
to have two wonderful summer staff join the 
team and help us out with our conservation 
work, Brynne McMaster and Cory Tufts. With 
Brynne and Cory’s help, our team accomplished 
a lot!  

A large portion of our field work involves one-
on-one visits with the program participants. It 
allows us to catch up in person, verify species 
sightings and habitat, provide outreach 
materials, learn from our program stewards, 
and enroll new stewards into the programs. We 

were able to visit with 86 current program 4 

participants, 112 potential program 
participants, and we welcomed 72 new 
stewards into the programs this year! We had 
many stewards conserving habitat for various 
species at risk including Burrowing Owls, 
Loggerhead Shrikes, Piping Plovers, Sprague’s 
Pipit, Ferruginous Hawks, Barn Swallows, 
Monarch Butterflies, and Northern Leopard 
Frogs… just to name a few! 

Earlier in the summer, we were able to help 
the Water Security Agency with their annual 
Piping Plover census on Lake Diefenbaker. It 
was 4 days of walking the shorelines surveying 
for the endangered Piping Plovers and eagerly 
waiting to hear that distinctive “peep-lo” call! 
We really enjoyed our time on the shorelines 

of Lake Diefenbaker and look forward to 
taking part in this census every year if 
possible! The International Piping Plover 
Census (IPPC) that takes place every 4 
years, was scheduled to take place in 
2020 but was put on hold, and we do not 
know exactly what plover monitoring will 
look like in the future. We will 
communicate any updates once we have 
more information. 

Another important part of the 
stewardship programs is the annual 
participant census. Each year, we send all 
of our program participants a census 
card to report the presence or absence of 
the species they are monitoring. While 
we are still busy following up with our 
stewards, so far 47% of OBO participants 
have responded and reported 14 pairs, 8 
singles, and 10 young Burrowing Owls, 
50% of SFS participants have responded 
and reported 36 pairs, 130 singles, and 
29 young Loggerhead Shrikes, 49% of 
POS participants have responded and 
reported 11 pairs, 5 singles, and 23 
juvenile Piping Plovers, and 49% of SOS 
participants have responded and 

Hello everyone! For those of you that do not know me, my name is Kaytlyn Burrows and I am a 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator with Nature Saskatchewan. I was born and raised in Regina, 

SK and I have made my home here with my husband Ryan and my dog Clooney. I am so 
fortunate to have been in this role since the summer of 2013 (with the exception of an 8-month 

education leave) but I have been with Nature Saskatchewan for 10 years now! Prior to my 
position as a Coordinator, I spent a year as the Office Coordinator, as well as a summer as a 
member of the Rare Plant Rescue search and monitoring crew. I graduated from Lakeland 
College in 2012 with an Environmental Science Diploma in Conservation and Restoration 

Ecology, and from the University of Regina in 2021 with a B.Sc. in Environmental Biology. I love 
my job and I am so passionate about prairie conservation and all the species that call it home! 

One of the best parts of my work is getting to meet so many wonderful stewards that also share a 
passion for the prairies and the species that live there. I treasure the relationships I’ve built over 

the years and look forward to the new ones yet to come! 

Rachel Ward hard at work in the field (left) 
and Cory Tufts surveying for Piping Plovers 
at Lake Diefenbaker (right). Photos: Kaytlyn 

Burrows 

Burrowing Owls at nest burrow. Photo: Tammy Thomas 

Piping Plover Nest with Five Eggs! Photo: 
Cory Tufts 
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Stewards of Saskatchewan 
FUNDING AVAILABLE 

for  
PROJECTS  

 
- Native Grass Seeding 

- Wildlife-friendly Fencing 
- Water Development  

*To enhance habitat for Burrowing Owls, Piping 
Plovers, and/or Sprague’s Pipits.  

  
NEW! 

For Ferruginous Hawks: 
- Protective fencing around existing nesting 

trees and platforms 

For more information about financial 
contributions, eligibility, and how to apply, 

please contact: 
 
 

1.800.667.HOOT 
306.780.9833 

obo@naturesask.ca 
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reported 1,091 Barn Swallows, 48 
Ferruginous Hawks, 7 Short-eared Owls, 
37 American Badgers, 35 Sprague’s Pipit, 
39 Bobolinks, 50 Common Nighthawks, 
45 Northern Leopard Frogs, 20 Tiger 
Salamanders, and 15 Monarch Butterflies. 

In addition to the census, we also 
receive species at risk sightings through 
our toll-free HOOT line, social media, and 
email. This year, there were 83 reports 
from the public, program partners, and 
stewards submitting sightings! We have 
received sighting reports for Burrowing 
Owls, Short-eared Owls, Loggerhead 
Shrikes, Monarch Butterflies, Common 
Nighthawks, Ferruginous Hawks, and 
Northern Leopard Frogs. 

We were also very fortunate to be able 
to attend and co-host in-person events 
and presentations this summer and fall! 
We attended the opening of the Royal 
Saskatchewan Museum’s new exhibit, 
Home: Life in the Anthropocene as well 
as the Society for Range Management 
tour in Eastend and Old Man on His Back 
(Nature Conservancy property). We were 
thrilled to be able to co-host an in-person 
Conservation Awareness Day (CAD) event 
in Consul in July! We had a delicious 
supper catered by the Manley Bakery 
followed by presentations from Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and South of the 
Divide Conservation Action Program, Inc.  
It was wonderful to be able to come 
together again and talk about 
conservation and species at risk with our 
program partners, stewards, and other 
members of the local community. In 
August, we were also very excited to plan 
and co-host a webinar and in-person 

Society for Range Management Tour at 
OMB. Photo: Kaytlyn Burrows 

event all about the Great Sandhills of 
Saskatchewan. During the webinar, we 
presented on the ecology of the Great 
Sandhills and held an in-person gathering 
and BBQ-style supper at the Great 
Sandhills Museum and Interpretive Centre 
in Sceptre, SK. Following supper, we were 
so fortunate to take a tour of the Block 
Family Ranch and learn about their history 
and ranching operation. We also attended 
the first ever Advancing Women in 

Exploring the Great Sandhills near 
Leader, SK. Photo: Kaytlyn Burrows 

Conservation Summit in Saskatoon and the 
annual Transboundary Grassland 
Partnership Workshop in Medicine Hat. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the stewards that welcomed us onto their 
property; your kindness and hospitality 
does not go unnoticed! A big thank you to 
Brynne and Cory for their dedication this 
summer. We accomplished our goals 
because of your passion and hard work! 
Lastly, I want to thank my friend and co-
worker, Rachel, for all of your hard work 
this past year as a coordinator. I’m sad to 
lose you as my “partner in crime” but so 
glad you are able to stay on with Nature 
Saskatchewan a little longer. You are an 
invaluable member of the team! 

If you would like more information on our 
stewardship programs, would like to report 
a species at risk sighting, or just have a chat 
about nature, please give us a call toll-free 
at 1-800-667-HOOT (4668), direct at 306-
780-9833, or email obo@naturesask.ca. We 

would love to hear from you! 

To celebrate RPR’s 20th year, we are re-vamping the logo! 

Featuring three of our target species - 

Can you guess which species they are? 
 Answer: Small-flowered Sand-verbena, Western Spiderwort, and Hairy Prairie-clover 



Identifying Ecologically-
Sound Agricultural Climate 
Solutions in Saskatchewan  
Adrienne Tastad, Central Prairies Living Lab 
Coordinator , South of the Divide Conservation 
Action Program, Inc.  

A new producer-centred project, based in 
Saskatchewan, will join a national network of 
living labs aimed at sequestering carbon and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 
farmland. 

The South of the Divide Conservation Action 
Program Inc. (SODCAP) is launching the Central 
Prairies Living Lab to identify agricultural 
practices to mitigate climate change, with $8 
million in support from Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC) over the next five years. The 
project will investigate how prairie soils, plants, 
and animals interact to influence carbon cycling 
and storage, nutrient use efficiency, farm 
profitability, conservation outcomes, and more. 

Native prairie landscapes are known to store 
massive pools of carbon, but are also at risk of 
being converted to other land uses. The Central 
Prairies Living Lab aims to identify and support 
the adoption of management practices that keep 
ecosystems intact and healthy over the long term.  

The project is focused on producers’ interests 
and needs, with approximately 25 farm and ranch 
operations currently slated to participate. 
Producers will avoid converting native and 
naturalized lands to other uses, implement 
innovative grazing management practices, plant 
perennial species in new and existing stands, and 
seed diverse annual cover crops to be grazed by 

livestock. Researchers from AAFC, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada, 
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If you are interested in learning more 
about the Central Prairies Living Lab, 
please follow SODCAP’s social media 
channels for updates. If you would like to 
become more involved, please reach out 
to the Project Manager Kelly Williamson, 
easttech@sodcap.com. 

the University of Saskatchewan, University 
of Alberta, University of Waterloo, Carleton 
University, Birds Canada, Canadian Wildlife 
Federation, and the Royal Saskatchewan 
Museum will work with producers to 
quantify system-wide effects of 
implementing these practices. 

The living labs model of innovation uses 
an iterative, collaborative process to 
develop, test, and implement beneficial 
management practices (BMPs). Industry 
stakeholders will be important participants, 
providing feedback on the types of practices 
to be investigated, and the information 
producers will require to consider adopting 
BMPs. Organizations involved in project 
development and delivery include the Beef 
Cattle Research Council, Canadian Cattle 
Association, Canadian Roundtable for 
Sustainable Beef, Ducks Unlimited Canada, 
Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds, 
Saskatchewan Bison Association, 
Saskatchewan Cattlemen’s Association, 
Saskatchewan Forage Council, 
Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action 
Plan, Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Association, Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Foundation, Alberta Beef Producers, Alberta 
Conservation Association, and Nekaneet 
First Nation. 

The Living Lab builds on SODCAP’s 
success working with agricultural producers 
across southern Saskatchewan to achieve 
conservation goals on working landscapes. 
The project also sees SODCAP expanding its 
geographic scope, with project sites 
distributed throughout Saskatchewan’s 
brown, dark brown, and black soil zones, 
plus some complementary sites in Alberta.  

 

 
Do you have  

or are interested in  
a bat box?  

 
Consider Participating in 

The Canadian Bat Box Study 

Find more information on 
the Canadian Wildlife 

Federation’s website under  
What We Do > Bats 

The Central Prairie Living Lab will incorporate 
research in ranch-scale settings to create 

management practices that are effective. Photo: 
Krista Connick Todd, SODCAP 

The Central Prairies Living Lab looks to use native prairie as the “Gold Standard” of a healthy, functioning carbon system and acknowledge the 
importance of the land stewards who help to maintain it. Photo: Krista Connick Todd, SODCAP 
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The Maurice Street Wildlife 
Sanctuary 
Doug and Shirley Phillips and Rick Douslin, Sanctuary 
Stewards for Nature Saskatchewan 

The Maurice Street Wildlife Sanctuary is located 
approximately 17 km NE of Nipawin. The 162 ha 
Sanctuary is covered with forest comprised mainly 
of Jack Pine with a scattering of Trembling Aspen, 
Balsam Fir and other species. One of the many 
highlights of the Sanctuary is the rare Ram’s Head 
Lady Slipper which was located by J.R. Jowsey.  

Doug Phillips had begun the work of advocating 
that some of the forest be protected and he was 
soon joined by the like-minded Stan Riome. Their 
work culminated in the creation of the Sanctuary 
in June of 1968 with a ceremony attended by 
various dignitaries to celebrate its creation. In 
March of 1989 the Sanctuary was leased to the 
Saskatchewan Natural History Society which was 
the forerunner of Nature Saskatchewan, in whose 
name the current lease signifies.  

The Sanctuary is named after Maurice Street who 
was an amateur ornithologist. Maurice Street was 

Glad to be back! I’m Ashley Vass. I have been working for Nature Saskatchewan since 
January 2014 and have covered a variety of positions within the Stewards of 
Saskatchewan programs. I returned as Rare Plant Rescue Habitat Stewardship 
Coordinator in the fall after my second maternity leave; welcoming a beautiful baby girl, 
Zoe, into our family along with my husband Steve, son Spencer, and dog Indiana. We 
are so lucky to live in such a beautiful province with wide open spaces, a diversity of 
animal and plant species and, of course, so many wonderful people who call 
Saskatchewan home. Born and raised in Regina, I received my both my Bachelor of 
Science (Honours) and Master of Science degrees from the University of Regina and 
really enjoyed my studies in Biology and the opportunity to work with our native 
wildlife, including many species at risk. Some of my prior experience includes working 
for the University of Regina, the Royal Saskatchewan Museum, and Environment and 
Climate Change Canada. I look forward to continue working with a great team at Nature 
Saskatchewan and our amazing landowner stewards in conservation of our native 
species and the land that we love. You can reach me at rpr@naturesask.ca, or call 
306-780-9417 or 1-800-667-HOOT toll-free. 

Sanctuary and presence will be greatly 
missed. The other remaining steward is 
Rick Douslin who joined the group a 
number of years previously.  

Various trails wind their way 
throughout the Sanctuary to enable 
visitors to easily experience this special 
place. The Maurice Street Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a protected area of forest 
for everyone to be able to enjoy the 
beauty and quiet of nature now and into 
the future! 

Through Nature Saskatchewan’s 
sanctuary program, local stewards care 
for seven special landscapes and species 
throughout southern Saskatchewan. 
Detailed surveys document plants, 
birds, mammals, aquatic insects and 
lichen, most of which are published in 
the Blue Jay. Sanctuary Stewards 
monitor and care for the land. Stewards 
also lead tours and school groups, and 
guide visitors in keeping with a 
management plan for the sanctuary. 
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born in Wiltshire, England, and came to live 
in Nipawin in the late 1930s. He collected the 
eggs of over 100 species of birds, found the 
nests of 142 species, identified over 245 
different kinds of birds and banded 13,214 
birds. He wrote and published over 38 papers 
in the “Blue Jay” and collaborated with Dr. C. 
Stuart Houston in the writing of “The Birds of 
the Saskatchewan River, Carlton to 
Cumberland”. The “Wilson Bulletin”, 
published by the Wilson Ornithological 
Society in Kalamazoo, Michigan frankly 
stated, “can such a record be equaled?” 
Maurice Street died at the age of 56. He 
enriched people of every walk of life, not only 
in Nipawin but also Saskatchewan and North 
America, with his knowledge and love of 
living things.  

When Nature Saskatchewan became the 
leaseholder of the Sanctuary, Doug Phillips 
and Doug Pegg were asked to be stewards, 
which they both energetically accepted. We 
report with much sorrow that Doug Pegg 
passed away recently. His dedication to the 

View from the Sanctuary of the Saskatchewan River, 3 km upstream of Tobin Lake. 
Photo: Joe Schmutz 

Ashley Vass, Rare Plant Rescue Coordinator 

Logg

A handsome sign on the SE corner identifies the 
sanctuary. A box contains colour pamphlets that 

highlight the ecological significance of the 
Sanctuary and guides visitors. Photo: Joe 

Schmutz 



 
Rebecca Magnus, Species 

at Risk Manager 
 

Hi everyone! I would like to take this space 
to welcome back Ashley Vass from 

maternity leave. Ashley has been with Nature 
Saskatchewan since January 2014 and in 
that time has shuffled seamlessly between 

roles for the Stewards of Saskatchewan 
programs. We are so happy to have 

her back in her role coordinating the Rare 
Plant Rescue program. Ashley can be 

reached at rpr@naturesask.ca or                  
306-780-9417(c). 

I would like to thank Emily Putz for 
covering for Ashley, and am excited 

for Emily in her new role as a coordinator for 
Shrubs for Shrikes, Plovers on Shore, and 

the Stewards of Saskatchewan Banner 
program. For those of you that remember, 

this was my base role for over a decade! 
Emily has been filling various roles since 

October 2016, as well as a summer in 2014. 
Emily can be reached 

at outreach@naturesask.ca                                
or 306-780-9832(c). 

Also, I am grateful to Rachel Ward for 
her time as the Habitat 

Stewardship Coordinator while Emily was in 
Ashley's role. We are thrilled that she has 

been able to stay on with us to contribute to 
the important Stewards of Saskatchewan 

work. Rachel can be reached 
at rward@naturesask.ca or 306-539-9415(c). 

Lastly, I would like to pause and 
thank Kaytlyn Burrows for her passion 

and long-time dedication to the stewardship 
programs and participants. She has been 

with us since May 2012, and many of you will 
be familiar with her as she coordinates 

Operation Burrowing Owl. You can reach 
Kaytlyn at obo@naturesask.ca or                    

306-780-9833(c). 

Feel free to reach me, Rebecca (Becky) 
Magnus at rm agnus@naturesask.ca  or 

306-780-9270(c), anytime. I appreciate 
learning from you and your 

experiences! 

Krista Ellingson putting out a recording unit for 
data collection. Photo: Kiel Drake 

Saskatchewan’s First Ever 
Breeding Birds Atlas 
Created 
Mindy Hockley, Assistant Program Manager, 
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Foundation 

For the first time in the province's history, 
Birds Canada has compiled 5 years of data and 
hard work to create the first ever Saskatchewan 
Breeding Birds Atlas. It creates a base line that 
will be vital to monitoring and maintaining the 
province's bird populations.  

The project maps distribution and relative 
abundance of breeding birds throughout the 
province and it will give us insight into the 
health of each ecoregion and habitat.  

Dr. Kiel Drake, the Prairie Region Director at 
Birds Canada, describes the Atlas as, “a 
snapshot of species distribution that can help 
us find opportunities to conserve the bird 
populations who need it the most.” Birds 
Canada was faced with some challenges in 
regards to collecting data. Examples of those 
being, dividing up the province to collect 
representative samples in all 16 regions, access 
to resources and private lands to collect the 
data, and inclement weather.  

This project wouldn’t have been possible 
without the help of many organizations, 
government and non-government groups and 
volunteers. The Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Foundation, alongside South of the Divide 
Conservation Action Program, have helped to 
sample the southwest corner of the province to 
meet coverage goals for the project.  

Atlassing can be done three different ways 
and is dependent on the skill of the person 
collecting the information. Bioacoustics are 
often used to identify bird species using 
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specific recording equipment and sampling 
protocols. With improvements in 
technology, we are able to use autonomous 
and weatherproof recorders that aid in 
detecting more rare and elusive birds.  

The Atlas can be used to monitor changes 
in distribution to better understand how 
conservation, environmental disasters, 
urban expansion and agricultural practices 
affect bird distribution. Birds give us insight 
to changes in delicate ecosystems within the 
province. This is because they are present in 
all ecoregions and react to environmental 
stressors quickly. They play an important 

role when it comes to the food chain, seed 
distribution, pollination and pest control. 

Data collected in the southwest further 
confirmed that grassland birds are 
declining. This is primarily due to habitat 
loss from conversion of grasslands to annual 
cropping. Ranching and cattle grazing helps 
to maintain a mosaic of tall and short 
grasses that many birds need to breed, raise 
their young and thrive. Each species has 
different needs when it comes to their 
environment. Without conservation of these 
native grasslands, we face the threat of 
losing more bird habitat and more grassland 
birds. 

The Saskatchewan Breeding Birds Atlas 
will pave the way for future research and 
only help us to understand the problems our 
bird populations face. With upcoming 
projects in the works for wetland and 
grassland conservation, Birds Canada is 
excited for the future and only getting 
started. 

Upland Sandpiper. Photo: Leagh Vermeylen 

Managed by Nature Saskatchewan, Last Mountain Bird Observatory displays signage at the banding station highlighting 

 Want to Keep Up 
With the Bird 

Banding Season at 
Last Mountain Bird 

Observatory? 

Subscribe to the Black & White  
Warbler Newsletter! 
To subscribe please go to 

www.naturesask.ca/who-we-are/contact-us. 



Nature Saskatchewan to 
Incorporate New Technology 
to its Bird Tracking Program 

Ed Rodger, Past-President, Nature Saskatchewan 
 

Nature Saskatchewan is currently exploring the 
use of a new wildlife tracking method. The 
organization has a well-established, successful 
program of bird banding conducted out of the 
Last Mountain Bird Observatory (LMBO). 
However, in recent years this type of work has 
increasingly involved the use of electronic 
transmitters instead of bands, along with the 
capability to receive a signal from the 
transmitters. Nature Saskatchewan is specifically 
investigaing the use of the Motus wildlife 
tracking network, an initiative of Birds Canada 
that has been established in many parts of the 
world, but has limited coverage in Saskatchewan 
thus far.  

There are two ways for organizations to become 
involved with Motus, either through the 
implementation and promotion of the 
monitoring stations that receive wildlife tracking 
information, or through the deployment, on 
animals or birds, of the transmitters that provide 
information about wildlife movement. Nature 
Saskatchewan will have some involvement in 
monitoring stations, including one at LMBO, and 
to help fill in some coverage gaps. However, the 
focus for Motus at Nature Saskatchewan will be 
on getting the expertise and equipment to put 
electronic transmitters on birds, which is a 
natural extension of the banding work done up til 
now. 

Beyond these two components of transmitters 
and receiving stations, the Motus network also 
enables users to view, over the internet, the data 
gathered through the network.  

Motus allows a much more comprehensive and 
accurate type of bird tracking than has been 
possible with traditional banding methods. 
Nature Saskatchewan staff have identified 

Managed by Nature Saskatchewan, Last Mountain Bird Observatory displays signage at the banding station highlighting “The Miracle of Migration” and the important 
role it plays  for birds. Photo: Nature Saskatchewan 

several examples of questions that could be 
answered, and research done, beyond current 
capabilities, and there would be many other 
possibilities not considered before now.  

The Nature Saskatchewan Board of 
Directors recently approved the dedication of 
funds to incorporating Motus into the 
organization's work, and it should be possible 
to see its use in next year's field season. The 
next step will be to develop more detailed 

plans for Motus. However, because it is 
already so well-established elsewhere, 
there is a lot of prior experience to build 
upon. 

More information about Motus can be 
found at www.motus.org/ , and 
information about Nature 
Saskatchewan's Last Mountain Bird 
Observatory can be found at 
www.naturesask.ca/what-we-do/lmbo . 

 Like many other species, widespread use of the pesticide DDT (now banned for 
agricultural uses worldwide) in the mid-1900s led to a significant decline. Back 
from the brink of being listed as ‘Endangered’ and ‘Threatened’, the Peregrine 
Falcon is now recommended by COSEWIC to be considered ‘Not at Risk’! 

 About the size of a crow, it has long-pointed wings, dark blue-grey back, light 
mottled underparts and  appears to be wearing a helmet due to their dark head 
‘cap’ and ‘mustache’ streaks. 

 the Peregrine Falcon is the fastest animal on Earth, diving towards prey at 
speeds of up to 300 km/h! They have thick tears, a third eyelid, and a tubercle 
in their nostril to minimize wind damage. 

 They mate for life and breed on all continents except Antarctica. They are 
cliff-nesters and a pair is often found nesting on the top of the City Hall 
building in Regina each year. 9 

Species Spotlight: The Peregrine Falcon 
(Falco peregrinus anatum/tundrias) 

Photo: Diane Taylor 



The Prairie Watersheds 
Climate Program (PWCP)  
Lynne Roszell, Program Director, Saskatchewan 
Association of Watersheds 

 

Agricultural Climate Solutions – On-Farm 
Climate Action Fund (OFCAF) is a $200 million, 
3-year fund (from 2021 to 2024) which funds 12 
different programs to support farmers in 
adopting beneficial management practices 
(BMPs) that store carbon and reduce 
greenhouse gases as well as provide other 
environmental benefits such as improved 
biodiversity and soil health. Activities such as 
outreach, education, and training are supported 
to promote the adoption of the BMPs. The 
Prairie Watersheds Climate Program (PWCP) is 
one of the OFCAF programs available in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 

The PWCP is being led by the Manitoba 
Association of Watersheds and delivered in 
Manitoba by Manitoba’s Watershed Districts 
and in Saskatchewan by the Saskatchewan 
Association of Watersheds. This program 
provides up to $40 million in financial support, 
through OFCAF, to producers in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan to accelerate their adoption and 
implementation of on-farm BMPs to reduce 
Greenhouse Gas emissions, support production 
efficiency, sustainability, and resiliency on their 
farm operations. To assist producers with their 
adoption of new BMPs, the program offers 
producers resources to support BMP 
implementation and provide BMP design 
recommendations. 

The three BMP streams in the PWCP 
program are: 

1985. As such, all payments to 
farmers are to be considered income 
for the farm business and are subject 
to Income Tax. Manitoba Association 
of Watersheds will be preparing and 
submitting annually to the Canada 
Revenue Agency AGR-1 forms for 
each PWCP payment to producers. 

Producers can seek registration and 
offset credits under voluntary offset 
credit programs for Greenhouse Gas 
emission reductions generated with 
the support of the PWCP. The ability 
of producers to participate in these 
markets will be subject to eligibility 
requirements set up by the specific 
voluntary offset program(s). 
However, producers cannot apply to 
any regulatory carbon offset program 
for the emissions reductions in the 
fiscal year(s) in which they receive 
PWCP funding. Regulatory carbon 
markets are mandatory or compliance 
programs that are created and 
regulated by government, as opposed 
to voluntary markets, which allow 
companies to buy and sell carbon 
offsets for their own purposes or 
goals. 

PWCP in Saskatchewan 

The Saskatchewan Association of 
Watersheds is the PWCP delivery 
agent in Saskatchewan. Producers 
will apply to the PWCP with the 
support of our program delivery team, 
located throughout the province. To 
find your local Coordinator, visit 
Saskatchewan Association of 
Watersheds (saskwatersheds.ca) and 
search our online database by Rural 
Municipality.  

For more information on the 
PWCP in Saskatchewan, visit 

saskwatersheds.ca,  
call 306-541-9902, or email 
pwcp@saskwatersheds.ca.  

Hello Everyone! I first started working for Nature Saskatchewan as 
a Student Summer Assistant in 2014. In 2015, I graduated from the 
University of Regina and was back with Nature Sask as the Rare 
Plant Rescue Coordinator the next year! Since my initial term as 
RPR coordinator, I’ve also worked in a variety of positions including 
Database Tech and OBO Coordinator and I’m very excited to now 
have a permanent home coordinating the Shrubs for Shrikes, 
Plovers on Shore, and SOS Banner Program! I would also just like 
to take a moment to say how much my time as the Rare Plant 
Coordinator has meant to me. Six years ago I was just starting out 
on my plant knowledge and during my time with the program, the 
connections I've made, the people I've met, and the work I have 
done has helped me grow enormously not only professionally, but 
also personally. While I will miss the rare plant work a lot, I am very 
excited for the new adventure on the bird side of our programs; 
though, hopefully I can still help out with plants from time to time! 
I just want to say a huge thank you again to everyone I have had a 
chance to meet in the RPR coordinator role, and look forward to 
making new connections with our stewards in my new programs!  

1. Improving nitrogen management: for  
example, agronomic services to develop farm-
specific nutrient management plans, equipment 
modifications for fertilizer application in fields, 
nitrification and urease inhibitors, and soil 
sampling and analysis. 

2. Increasing adoption of cover cropping: 
for example, payment-per-acre to cover adoption 
or related costs such as seeds and equipment. 
Cover crops are plants, like clover and alfalfa, 
that are planted to cover the soil rather than for 
the purpose of being harvested. 

3. Expanding the adoption of rotational 
grazing: for  exam ple, agronom ic services 
to develop grazing management plans, interior 
cross fencing, water system infrastructure, 
legume and forage seeds. Rotational grazing is 
the practice of containing and moving livestock 
through pasture to allow forage plants to 
recover, deepen their root systems and improve 
soil health. 

In order to be eligible for the PWCP, the BMPs 
implemented must be a new practice to the 
producer or on new acres (if it is an  
existing practice) and it also must be endorsed/
recommended by an Agronomist, 
Agrologist, or Certified Crop Advisor. The 
goal of the program is to see an increase in the 
number of acres these BMPs are implemented on 
while ensuring producers are receiving sound 
agronomic advice.  

There is a $75,000 cap on the PWCP, and this 
is the maximum amount of funding that a 
producer can receive from all OFCAF programs. 
Funding received through PWCP will be 
considered “farm support payments” as per 
subsection 234(2) of the Income Tax Act R.S.C 

Emily Putz, Shrubs for Shrikes, Plovers on Shore, and 
Stewards of Saskatchewan Banner Program Coordinator 

Take Inventory of 
your Feed 

Resources—and 
Right-size your Cow 

Herd 
Find tips and tools from the 

Beef Cattle Research 
Council’s website: 

https://
www.beefresearch.ca/blog/

right-size-cow-herd/ 
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Electric Fence as a Grazing 
Management Tool 
Laura Hoimyr, Box H Farm, Gladmar, Saskatchewan 

When it comes to making grazing decisions, 
nothing beats getting out on the land and 
observing the cattle, plants, and general state of 
the pasture. Once we have a grazing plan, one of 
our best tools to implement it is temporary, 
portable electric fencing. 

We manage our pastures with an intensive but 
short grazing period, followed by a long 
recovery period. Some consider this severe non-
selective graze, overgrazing, but we have been 

Electric fence and cows. Photo: Laura Hoimyr   
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taught that overgrazing is a function of time. 
When a plant is grazed once, then regrows and 
is grazed again before it recovers, that plant 
has been overgrazed. To reduce the risk of 
overgrazing, we move cattle frequently; from 
twice a day or more at some times of the year, 
to every two to three days on our larger native 
prairie pastures. Although our grazing may be 
more intensive than on other operations, each 
paddock we build will only have cattle on it for 
1-3 days per year. We have been grazing our 
native prairie pastures on alternate years, 
ensuring a lengthy recovery period.  

We couldn’t manage our land this way 
without using electric fence, which has been 
an essential tool in reducing overgrazing and 
allowing adequate recovery. Using portable 
fencing also allows us to be flexible and 
respond to what we observe happening in the 
pasture. If the cattle are taking too much 
forage, we can make the next paddock bigger. 
We can also vary the time of year and intensity 
that we graze a pasture, creating the 
opportunity for different plants, animals, 
insects, and birds to find niches and thrive.  

We’ve observed a lot of wildlife using the 
areas we are leaving undisturbed each year, 
and some that prefer the grazed paddocks. 
There are an abundance of flowering plants 
and grasses, and with rotational grazing we 
have seen an increase in plant cover and a 

Fall Graze. Photo: Laura Hoimyr  

Prairie Grazing. Photo: Laura Hoimyr  11 

decrease in bare ground in our pastures. 
We’ve noticed an increase in plants that are 
beneficial to both wildlife and cattle, such as 
winterfat, which maintains a high level of 
protein well into winter.  

This type of grazing also makes sense 
economically for our operation. Finding 
economically viable ways to graze grasslands 
is important to us because so much of the 
prairie is threatened by conversion to 
cropland or other land uses.  

There is no “recipe” for a grazing 
management system. It requires observation 
and flexibility because nature is complex, 
and each year is different. Having the tools 
we need to adapt, help us do the best we can, 
and every year we learn new lessons. A 
grazing system built with electric fencing 
has been a game-changer for us and has 
helped us create space for nature to thrive.  

 Did you know that burrowing owls love to live in pastures with grazing cattle?  
Are you a cattle farmer living in southeastern Saskatchewan? Do you have land across the border in Manitoba? If so, we are 
looking for grazed pastureland to install burrows for burrowing owls. Please contact the Manitoba Burrowing Owl Recovery 

Program at 1 (204) 807-4668 or by email at mbburrowingowls@gmail.com if you are interested.   



NFWF Funding Support for 
Critical Habitat 
Mindy Hockley, Assistant Program Manager, 
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Foundation 

In June of 2022, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) announced $5.8M in grants 
available for conservation efforts of native 
grasslands throughout the Northern Great Plains. 
The support covers multiple aspects of 
conservation strategies and focuses on 
strengthening relationships with local ranchers 
and their communities.  

The Saskatchewan Stock Growers Foundation 
was able to secure funding to protect native 
grasslands that are home to Greater Sage Grouse 
and to identify and protect grasslands that may be 
at high risk of conversion. Greater Sage Grouse 
were once common but are estimated to have lost 
close to 80% of the population in the last 50 years. 

 

Photo: Emily Putz 

Red Fox  

What’s in a Name?  Swift Fox vs Red Fox:  ID tips 
(Vulpes vulpes)  

Photo: May Haga 

Distinctive features: 

Swift Foxes have a Buffy-gray back 
with buffy-tan legs, a black-tipped tail, 
and a strong black ‘teardrop’ pattern 

from the eyes down the nose. 

Red Foxes have a red-orange back with 
darker black legs, and a white-tipped 

tail.  

Although there are many colour 
variations (including white, brown, 

black, and even silver!) by far the most 
common is red, hence the name. 

Swift Foxes are about half the size of  
Red Foxes, weighing 3-7 lbs and stand 

only 1 foot tall at the shoulder. They are 
swift, running up to 60 km/h, hence 

the name! 

Once numerous on the prairies the Swift Fox was actually extirpated from Canada with the last observation in 1928 near Govenlock. Captive breeding 
and reintroduction from 1983-1997 has created a stable population in SE Alberta and SW Saskatchewan, estimated at >500 in Saskatchewan. 

Threats to Swift Fox include: Habitat loss and fragmentation, loss of prey (ground squirrels and prairie dogs), and increased competition from Red 
Foxes and Coyotes (due to the decrease in wolf populations). 12 

They are incredibly sensitive to habitat 
destruction and fragmentation and call very 
few areas in southwestern Saskatchewan 
home anymore. In order to protect the land 
these birds need to breed and survive, we 
will work collaboratively with local ranchers 
and landowners.  

Much of our intact native grasslands left 
in Saskatchewan are privately owned by 
ranchers. Thus, ranchers play a critical role 
in conserving and maintaining biodiversity 
in these landscapes. By using cattle to graze 
the native grasslands, mimicking what the 
bison herds did years ago, they create a 
diverse ecosystem of tall and short grasses 
that these birds need to call home. Working 
with ranchers, we are able to create 
management strategies for the amount and 
timing of grazing. Both of which positively 
affects population levels by increasing the 
amount of food resources and nesting cover 
needed for the Greater Sage Grouse during 
their leks. 

A proven way to conserve these delicate 
grassland ecosystems is by signing term 
conservation easements with the local 
ranchers. They also have the ability to add 
habitat agreements on top of those 
easements for further conservation efforts. 
These easements will have basic no break, 
no drain and no development restrictions 
but we are committed to working with 
ranchers to find the easement that works for 
their operation. Term Conservation 
Easements enable the producer to protect 

Male Greater Sage Grouse strutting their stuff on 
their breeding grounds, known as a lek. Photo: 

Branimir Gjetvaj  

Swift Fox  (Vulpes Velox)  

their land for a set number of years 
instead of for perpetuity. Being able to 
reassess after the term has ended will 
bring into consideration the opportunities 
for the next generation. 

The funding received from the NFWF 
will pave the way for us to continue to 
develop working relationships with 
ranchers to work to protect their land for 
the health of the grasslands, their cattle 
and their families. While we actively work 
to protect our native grasslands for 
Greater Sage Grouse, we still maintain a 
multi-species approach and are able to 
rebuild habitat for other species at risk 
such as Burrowing Owls and Sprague’s 
Pipit.  This funding will bring community 
awareness to species at risk, support local 
ranchers and work to conserve the intact 
native grasslands we have left. 

Greater Sage Grouse in its natural habitat. 
Photo: Ashley Vass 
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News from ‘Owl-berta’ – 
Wilder Institute/Calgary 
Zoo Giving Burrowing 
Owls a Head Start 
Graham Dixon-MacCallum, Population Ecologist 
& Allison Scovil, Conservation Linkage Associate; 
Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo 

Since 2016 the Wilder Institute/Calgary 
Zoo has been working to help Burrowing 
Owls in Alberta using head-starting. Head-
starting is a conservation technique that 
involves keeping animals in human care 
through a period they would be unlikely to 
survive, and releasing them back into the wild 
once that period has passed. We’re head-
starting Burrowing Owls by bringing juvenile 
owls into captivity for their first winter and 
releasing them the following spring as adults.  

Burrowing owls lay an average of nine eggs 
in a nest. Of those, 90% will hatch, but often 
only three to five owlets will survive to fledge. 

When a female Burrowing Owl is nesting, 
she will lay one egg every day or so, and 
the eggs hatch in the same order they were 
laid. The last-hatched owlets are at a 
disadvantage because their siblings are 
several days older, much larger, and better 
able to compete for food in the nest. As 
such, nestlings hatched later have a very 
low chance of surviving. We target these 
youngest owlets for head-starting, so that 
we can help those that need it most, and 
leave those with the best chance of 
surviving in the wild.  

We have released between 15 and 20 
owls each year since 2016 (93 owls in 
total!). Eighty-four of these owls were 
released as male-female pairs, and 31 of 
those 42 pairs of owls had successful nests, 
from which 176 owlets fledged collectively 
over six years. Each year, nearly six 
percent of the owlets fledged from head-
started nests return to breed in our study 
area. This six percent return rate is very 

close to what we see 
returning from wild 
nests, which is 
evidence we’re 
contributing to the 
Burrowing Owl 
population at our 
study area in Alberta.  
This year we 
increased the size of 
our project, and 
brought 26 owlets to 
spend the winter at 
the Archibald 
Biodiversity Centre 
(ABC), the home of 
our conservation 
breeding programs. 
We have space at the 
ABC to keep up to 40 

owls over winter, so have the opportunity to 
further expand the program. Currently we 
conduct our work on privately managed 
ranches between Medicine Hat and Brooks, AB, 
and in the CFB Suffield National Wildlife Area. 
However, we are exploring opportunities to 
work in other parts of Alberta, and potentially 
working in Saskatchewan as well. 

While we are seeing many successes in the 
head-starting program, we still have room to 
improve and there’s much left to do for 
Burrowing Owls in Alberta. Head-starting 
shows promise as a tool for helping burrowing 
owls, but it is just one piece of the conservation 
puzzle. We couldn’t do this work without 
support from landowners and multiple levels of 
government, and we’re proud to be one of 
several organizations working to conserve this 
species in Canada. Still, it will take even more 
teamwork and support across multiple 
provinces (and even countries) if we want 
Burrowing Owls to remain part of the prairie 
landscape we all love. 

 A juvenile burrowing owl near fledging age 
that was captured for marking with leg bands. 

This owl is from the nest of a pair that was 
head-started in Alberta.  Photo: Jill Hockaday 

I grew up in Calgary, AB and was lucky enough to spend part of many summers on the 
family farms near Spalding and Oxbow, SK. This instilled a strong appreciation of both 
the mountains and the prairies. Nature and wildlife have always fascinated me, I spent 
much of my childhood learning all that I could about various species and exploring wild 
spaces. I completed a Bachelor of Science degree at the University of Calgary with a 
double major in Zoology and Ecology, which cemented my interest in conservation as a 
career. I started with Nature Saskatchewan as a Habitat Stewardship Assistant in 
summer 2021 and was thrilled to stay on as a Habitat Stewardship Coordinator for the 
POS, SFS and SOS programs for the last year. I have enjoyed wonderful conversations 
with so many of you and learned a lot over the last year. Please join me in welcoming 
Emily as she takes over the POS, SFS and SOS programs! I am happy to stay on, 
contributing to important projects and connecting with many of you over the phone. 
Thank you to all of our stewards who are conserving these beautiful places and 
protecting the unique species that call them home! 

Rachel Ward, Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

 A burrowing owl receives an intake exam upon arrival at the 
Calgary Zoo for care over winter. Photo: Dr. Doug Whiteside 

Greater Sage Grouse in its natural habitat. 



 Successful establishment of an ALUS SODCAP 
native seed mix in southwest Saskatchewan, 

July 2022. Photo: Sheena McInnes 

Great Horned Owls: A 
Human-tolerant Species 
Thriving in the Prairies 
Tory Hartley-Cox, University of Regina and Ryan 
Fisher, Royal Saskatchewan Museum 

The Great Horned Owl is one of the most 
numerous owls in prairie Saskatchewan. 
These owls predominantly nest in trees, but 
also use manmade structures like old 
buildings. In the open prairie, tall 
structures like power-poles and fencelines 
are used for roosting and as perches for 
hunting. Great Horned Owls are efficient 
predators; within Saskatchewan, there are 
over 30 species detected in their diet, 
ranging from small mammals (mice, voles) 
to large ducks and jackrabbits. Being such 
an adaptable and efficient predator, Great 
Horned Owls have been very successful in 
prairie Canada and their population has 
increased in this area since 1970. 
Unfortunately, the owls’ hunting 
proficiency and ability to use human-
altered landscapes can sometimes conflict 
with the management of species-at-risk on 
the prairies. Our research at the University 
of Regina and Royal Saskatchewan Museum 
uses two approaches to understand what 
features within human-altered landscapes 
have allowed owls to succeed here in prairie 
Canada. We are currently asking citizen 

scientists to report their great horned 
owl observations to us via an online form 
– this will help us understand where owl 
density is highest in the prairies. To 
date, we’ve received more than 500 owl 
observations, but we are still looking to 
fill in some gaps in our data, and the 
survey will continue for another year. So 
please submit your owl observations for 
our research! We also have a smaller 
study in the South of the Divide area, 
where we are attaching satellite 
transmitters to owls to study their 
movements. This part of the study will 
allow us to understand where exactly the 
owls are hunting at night and what 
features are associated with their 
hunting success. Our research will help 
us to understand where and how we 
might have to target management 
actions to reduce conflict between great 
horned owls and species-at-risk. 

You can access the report-an-owl form 
via this website: https://

royalsaskmuseum.ca/research/biology/
ryan-fisher or we are more than happy to 

receive owl observations at our email 
address: uofrowlresearch@gmail.com. 

ALUS SODCAP’s Program 
Helps in Times of Drought 
Sheena McInnes, Environmental Specialist, South of 
the Divide Conservation Action Program Inc. 

Drought has become a common but 
unwelcome word these last few years in 
southern Saskatchewan. And it doesn’t sound 
like it’s going away anytime soon. You can 
temper these unfavourable conditions by 
partnering with ALUS SODCAP. Our native 
seeding restoration program protects your soil, 
keeps moisture in the ground, and feeds your 
cattle. 

With these upsetting drops in precipitation 
levels, ALUS SODCAP encourages producers to 
consider other possibilities for their acres. 
Native grasses evolved under drought conditions 
and will make it through more effectively than 
tame grasses. Not only that, they require few (or 
zero!) inputs, they are truly self-sustaining. 
Whether you have marginal land or are looking 
for another forage option for your cattle, there 
are many practical reasons to seed native grass.  

Here is what Val Marie producer, Pat Hayes, 
has to say about his experience partnering with 
ALUS SODCAP: 

“All of our land surrounding our ALUS 
SODCAP project is native. It made sense for us 
to connect those pieces for continuity of 
grassland. But I’d have to say the biggest 
benefit with seeding native grass is the forage it 
provides for our cattle in late summer. We get 
very little rainfall, especially in late summer 
months, and by then the tame grass has 
completely dried up while our native grasses 
are still productive and palatable.” 

Native grass seed is expensive to 
purchase. The ALUS SODCAP restoration 
program has that covered. We cover the 
cost of seed and you put it in the ground. 
The program also includes an annual per 
acre payment while the grass is 
establishing. 

Contact Sheena at sheena@sodcap.com, or 
checkout the ALUS SODCAP website at 

www.alus.ca/alus_community/alus-sodcap 
to learn more about partnering with us. 
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Have you considered 

joining a Local 
Nature Society?  

 
Nature Saskatchewan has 

many local societies 
throughout Saskatchewan. 

Don’t miss out on local field 
trips with great people. 

 
Find local societies at 

naturesask.ca 

Great Horned Owl in window of abandoned 
building. Photo: Tory Hartley-Cox 

Great Horned Owl roosting in tree. Photo: 
Tory Hartley-Cox 

Great Horned Owl locations in 
Saskatchewan. 



New KBA 
Registry 

Launched! 
Canada's Key 

Biodiversity Areas 
(KBA) Program  

Publicly accessible data on 
Canadian KBAs, including 
species information,  that 

is easy to search and 
download. A great tool to 
inform land use planning, 
protected areas planning, 

local stewardship and land 
use policies.  

Check it out at: https://
kbacanada.org/ 
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The Nature Conservancy of Canada is pleased to deliver the Weston Family Prairie Grasslands Initiative – 
Stewardship Investment Program, a multi-year collaboration (2021–2024) to celebrate, steward and 
protect one of Canada’s most ecologically valuable and threatened ecosystems: native prairie grasslands.  

Grasslands filter our water, help prevent flooding and droughts, sequester carbon and for thousands of 
years have provided sustenance for wildlife and humans.  

Ranchers are the stewards of prairie grasslands and by working together to support best 
management practices on these lands, we can help ranchers protect biodiversity on healthy 
grasslands. 

The Stewardship Investment Program will provide grants to landowners and managers of native 
grasslands to implement projects that improve biodiversity and sustainability. Grants include 36 different 
projects, such as building wildlife-friendly fences, installing remote water systems, conducting range health 
assessments, species surveys and invasive weed control.  

Ranchlands where Nature Conservancy of Canada, Ducks Unlimited Canada, Manitoba Habitat Heritage 
Corporation, Southern Alberta Land Trust Society or Western Sky Land Trust hold conservation 
easements of over 40 hectares, as well as renters of NCC fee simple land and community pasture patron 
groups may be eligible for grants. Lands must be located within 14 priority ecoregions identified across 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. One grant per applicant, up to $10,000 for eligible projects.  

For more information, visit:  
prairiegrasslandsinitiative.ca 



The Stewards of Saskatchewan program work  
would not be possible without the generous 

support of our funders: 

The views expressed herein are solely those of Nature Saskatchewan or the respective author(s) of the articles.  

We thank the following for their help in program delivery: 

Check us out on social media to stay up-to-date with our current news! 

Printed on 50% recycled Forest Stewardship Council paper  

 

Nature Saskatchewan gratefully acknowledges  funding from: 

 
Operation Burrowing Owl, Rare 

Plant Rescue, Shrubs for Shrikes, 
Plovers on Shore, and Stewards of 

Saskatchewan banner program,       
are programs of: 

Nature Saskatchewan is a non-
governmental, charitable, 

organization of naturalists. Our 
vision is “Humanity in Harmony 

with Nature.” 
 

206-1860 Lorne Street 
Regina, SK   S4P 2L7 

Phone: 1-800-667– HOOT (4668) 
or (306) 780-9273 

Fax: (306) 780-9263 
Email: info@naturesask.ca 
Web: www.naturesask.ca 

 
For specific program information 

please call our toll free number  
1-800-667-4668 or contact the 

following: 
 

Operation Burrowing Owl &  
Habitat Enhancement 

Kaytlyn Burrows 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

Phone: (306) 780-9833 
Email: obo@naturesask.ca 

 
Rare Plant Rescue 

Ashley Vass 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

Phone: (306) 780-9417 
Email: rpr@naturesask.ca 

 
Shrubs for Shrikes, Plovers on 

Shore, & Stewards of Saskatchewan 
banner program  

Emily Putz 
Habitat Stewardship Coordinator 

Phone: (306) 780-9832 
Email: outreach@naturesask.ca 

 
Nature Saskatchewan &  

General Stewards of Saskatchewan 
Information 

Rebecca Magnus 
Species at Risk Manager 
Phone: (306) 780-9270 

Email: rmagnus@naturesask.ca 

A special thank you goes out to our participating  

stewards and volunteers! 

Canadian Wildlife Service—Environment and Climate Change Canada 

Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards Inc. 

National Burrowing Owl Recovery Team 

Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan 

Nature Conservancy of Canada 

Old Wives Watershed Association 

Piping Plover Recovery Team 

Prairie Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Team 

Recovery Team for Plant Species at Risk in the Prairie Provinces 

Royal Saskatchewan Museum 

Saskatchewan Burrowing Owl Interpretive Centre 

Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre 

Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan 

SaskPower Shand Greenhouse 

Sprague’s Pipit Recovery Team 

This project is funded in part by the Government 
of Canada's Canada Summer Jobs program.  


